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| EFORE buying new equipment, large or small, 


for the home, the church, or the Sunday-school, 
you of course want to compare the merits afid the 
prices of the products of various makers. Right 
here is where the advertisements can render a real 
service. They ate an effective aid in making com- 


parison and selectiofl.. ‘Many adivertisets issue use- 

ful and informative booklets that may bé had for the 

asking. You will find The Sunday School Times ad- 

vertising columns a most helpful guide in many of 
your purchase problems. 


Luther’s Battle Cry 
By W. M. Czamanske 


HEN Luther answered, “Here I stand,” 
He knew he stood on ‘holy ground, 
The ground that brooks no compromise 
With falsehood wheresoever found. 
Though men exclaimed, “Recant! Deny!’’ 
“’*Tis--written !’’ was his battle cry, 


“I cannot,” so he boldly said, 
«“ Do otherwise.” And undeterred 
His conscienée bade his tongue confess 
The truth of God’s inerrant Word, 
Though men @eclared that he should die, 
“Tis written!” was his battle cry. 


“So help me, God!” There lay the strength 
That rocked an empire, rocked the world, 
And made the Gospel-banner wave 
In all its glory wide unfurled. : 
“Amen! he said; ‘“‘Amen!’’ we say: 
Lord, crown thy Word with victory ! 











Before Swords Become Plowshares 


When will the world’s swords become plowshares? 
Such a day is surely coming. Is that day dawning 
now? There is more talk of universal peace than ever 
before in the history of the world. But this talk rests 
wholly upon covenants made by men with men. They 
are leaving God out. No peace pacts now before the 
nations recognize God or Christ. War is a result of 
sin; and true peace is a result of righteousness; and 


. only God can give righteousness to men. Therefore 


man-made peace pacts are doomed to failure — God’s 
Word plainly declares this. A discerning student of 
the Scriptures, noting that the time is not yet here 
“when this old war-torn earth shall beat its swords 
into plowshares,” calls attention to an overlooked 
prophecy. It is true that Isaiah tells us that “in the 
last’ days” the nations “shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation 
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shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more” (Isa. 2: 2-4). But the time 
of this glorious peace is plainly designated; it shall 
be only when “the mountain of the Lord’s house shall 
be established,” when “all nations shall flow unto it” 
(Jerusalem), and when the Lord himself is judging 
and ruling the nations. That time has not yet come. 
Before then the nations must pass through a very dif- 
ferent experience, which the overlooked ‘prophecy de- 
scribes unmistakably in these words: ‘“Proclaim ye 
this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the 
mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let 
them come up: beat your plowshares into swords, and 
your pruninghooks into spears” (Joel 3:9, 10). Plow- 
shares must become swords before swords become 
plowshares. This passage goes on to describe the 
terrible conflict of the nations in Armageddon, after 
which.the Lord returns to reign in righteousness. Sin- 
ful man has always tried to reverse God’s order, and 
get the fruit without the root, blessings without the 
Blesser. It is well for man that this cannot be done. ~ 


a“ 


After Surrender 


-God can never be satisfied with any life until it 
has been given .wholly to him. . Nor can any man ever 
be satisfied until he has given his life wholly to God. 
After receiving God’s greatest gift of Christ as Sav- 
iour, we are to make the greatest gift we can to God, 
ourselves.” This is what is meant by full surrender. 
And then what?. Noah was one of the earliest char- 
acters in the Bible who made.a full surrender of him- 
self to God. He and his family were the only per- 
sons. on earth in his day who did so. When God first 
announced to Noah the coming flood, that judgment 
which was to mean “the end of all flesh” except Noah 
and his family, and with the announcement God told 
Noah what he should do in building an ark for his 
deliverance, we read: “Thus did Noah; according to 
all that God commanded him, so did he” (Gen. 6: 22). 
One hundred and twenty years later God told Noah, 
as the-storm and flood were about to break, to come 
into the ark with all his house and with the beasts 


and fowls that were to be saved. Again we read, “And - 


Noah did according unto all that the Lord commanded 
him” (Gen. 7:5). So Noah not only surrendered 
fully to the Lord, but for a hundred years and .more 
he had kept right on doing “according unto all that 


the Lord commanded him:’. Surrender must be fol- 
lowed by continual obedience if we want to enjoy all 
its blessings. Continued obedience is possible only by 
continually trusting the Lord;—that is, by continued 
faith. -Let us not only receive Christ by faith as our 
Saviour; let us not only give ourselves wholly to the 
Lord; but then, by the walk of faith in full obedience, 
let us keep it up until we see Him face to face. 


= 
When Men Were at Their Best 


When has the human race been at its best? If a 
graph were made of the rise and fall of humanity, 
like the graphs or charts showing the rise and fall 
of- business or economic conditions, where would the 
peak be? Evolutionists, of course, and all others who 
reject God’s Word and therefore are blind to the 
facts of history and of present-day life, would say 
that the human race is at its peak today, at a higher 
point than ever before, having come up steadily through 
the millions upon millions of years since the beginning. 
The first chapters of Genesis tell a different story. 
Less: than six thousand years ago man was created, 
and created perfect. Physically and intellectually he 
has never since reached the heights of that long ago 
day. Even after the fall, the chapter recording the 
ages and families of the men who lived before the 
flood does not invite pride in man at present. Adam’s 
third son, Seth, was 105 years old when he became 
the father of Enos; he lived 807 years after that, be- 
getting sons and daughters, and-he died at 912 years 
of age. Generation after generation followed, and for 
Some fifteen centuries, down to the time of the flood, 
men lived to-be seven, eight, or nine hundred years; 
the youngest recorded death was that of Enoch at 365 
years. There is no good reason why these ages of 
individuals should not be understood as literal history. 
It is quite in accordance with the teaching of the 
Scriptures that humanity has been moving downhill 
from that day to this, and that nothing but the inter- 
vention of God by the return of Christ as the right- 
ful King of kings and Lord of lords, as well as Sav- 
jour and Redeemer of men and even of the natural 
creation, can prevent the suicide of mankind. These 
facts forbid man to glory in himself and his fellows; 
the only hope i§~“the glory [of God] which shall be 
revealed” at Christ’s coming in those who are redeemed 
by his grace. 


Can Man Know God? 


- By an Unknown Christian 


you and for me? Is it the fact of God? Or 

the love of God? Is it likeness to God? Or 
the service of God? Professo~ Drummond once wrote 
a. book entitled “The Greatest’ Thing in the World.” 
What is it? Love—God’s love. But the greatest 
thing for you and me is to KNow Gop, for “God is 
ove.” 


W wees is the greatest thing in the world for 


If there is a God who made the universe and con-— 


trols it, who made me for some purpose of his own 
and gave me what we call “personality,” it is surely 
the greatest thing I can do to get to KNow him and 
to understand his plan and his purposes for me, and 
to seek to carry them out. And it must be the wisest 
policy on my part to try to please him. In fact, unless 


With thie editorial ‘the eagerly awaited series on “Know- 














ng s begun, by the much loved “Unknown is- 
tian” of England, whose books, including “How to Live 
the Victorious Life,” and “He Shall Come Again,” have 








brought prmene to multitudes. The series will continue 
for several months in The Sunday School Times, occurring 
at frequent intervals though not necessarily in consecutive 
issues. The topics to be discussed include the following: 
Can Man Know God? What is Eaoving. God? Following 
Qn to Know. How Can I Know God? tist “The Way. 
Be Still and Know. Abiding in Christ. Through the Holy 
Spirit. The Holy Communion, Then Shall I Know. 

Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscription, for 25 cents, 
for those not now taking the paper, will secure most of 
the series if sent promeny to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


I Know God I cannot love him. Unless I know God, 
I cannot please him. And unless I know him my 
attempts at serving him must be futile and not fertile. 

We have been told in a well-known catechism that 
“man’s chief and highest end is to glorify God, and 
fully to enjoy him for ever.” ‘How can I glorify 
One whom I do not know? How can I enjoy him at 
all? The whole duty of man is to KNow God and 
to make him KNowNn. 
_ Yet at the very outset another question will arise 
in some minds. Can I know that God really exists? 

We. shall not spend much time over such a query. 
For if we could prove today to our own minds that 
God did not exist, we should still want to debate the 
question again tomorrow! No agnostic, no atheist, 
has ever been content with his state of mind. 

From among the evidences of God’s existence, let 
us consider four. We know there is a God: 


1. Because of man’s consciousness of his existence. 

All-down the ages and throughout the whole world 
men have always had—and still hold—a belief in 
the unseen world. The ancient literature of China, 
and India, of Greece and Rome; the inscriptions on 
the ancient monuments of Egypt, and Syria, and now 
of Ur of the Chaldees all reveal man’s belief in a 
god or gods. Man has ever been drawn God-ward 
and has ever cried, “Oh that I knew where I might 
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find him.” Nor is this mere ignorant superstition, for 
the wisest men have been the most eager seekers after 
God. No pride of power or place; no worldly wealth 


or mighty intellect satisfies man. He still asks after 
God. 

Then we find that every man, woman, and child 
knows the difference between right and wrong. The 
standard varies at different times and in different 
places — but it is there. Every one feels the pull of 
duty and the sense of responsibility. Somehow or 
other we know that sin and wrong are unworthy of 
us; and that they are not characteristic of a true 
man. And somehow we know that sin displeases God 
and that right living gives him pleasure. 

Cardinal Newman was wont to say, “I want no 
other proof of the existence of God than the fact of 
conscience.” 


2. The whole universe itself proclaims the existence 
of a God. 


“Who hath disposed the whole world?” is one: of 
the oldest questions in the Bible (Job 34: 13). hen 
we reflect upon this immeasurable universe —so vast, 
so grand, so full of majesty linked with beauty, we 
cannot help asking, “Who made it?” Who controls it? 

A prominent astronomer estimates that there are 
one billion five hundred million stars visible on a clear 
night with a 100-inch telescope. The nearest star is over 
200,000 times as far away from us as our sun. Dr. 
Schofield writes: “There are in the heavens black 
depths where there are no stars; where the beholder 
seems to be looking into an infinite distance beyond 
the universe itself, where one looks through and 
through into eternity, where no material object meets 
the eye.” 

This immense universe — this unfathomed space, with 
every star moving in ordered fashion so that we can 
foretell the position of each at:any future time with 
absolute certainty: whence comes the orderliness of 
the universe? Whence its perfect harmony? 

There must be a vital force, a great directing mind 
behind it all. A mind not only mighty and all-power- 
ful, but also infinitely wise and. beautiful and full of 
harmony. This One who created the worlds and who 
governs them by such stupendous and wonderful laws 
is Gop. He is the God we desire to KNow. “Scientific 
thought,” said Lord Kelvin, “is compelled to accept 
the idea of creative power.” And Lord Kelvin be- 
lieved that Power to be the God whom Christ revealed 
and in whom he trusted. 

What thoughtful mind can fail to see God in the 
universe he has made? Paul, who perhaps knew far 
less about the wonders of nature than we of today 
know, said: “For the invisible [unseen] things of 
him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even 
his eternal power and Godhead” (Rom. 1:20). Yes, 
truly, the splendors of day and night, the marvels of 
fish and flower, of bird and beast, of forest and sea, 
and of man, the crown of creation, all bear witness to 
a wonderful God, who created them, guides and con- 
trols them and desires to guide and control me; to a 
God who provides for them and provides for me. 

And evidently this omnipotent God is also a God 
of surpassing beauty: for he has made man every- 
where craving for beauty and hating that which is 
ugly. So we find his world beautiful beyond descrip- 
tion. The unfathomed depths of the sea and the un- 
tracked recesses of ‘the forest are replete with 
apparently superfluous beauty. 

And when we take the telescope or the microscope 
to search into the things so freely given us of 
that beauty is enhanced a thousandfold. Everything 
seen and unseen is beautiful — given to us “richly to 
enjoy.” 

The whole earth—the whole universe —is full of 

. his glory. And “this God is our God for ever and 
ever. 


_ 3 We see God in the Bible. 


This is a more marvelous revelation of God than 

that which nature gives us. The Bible is the great 
- revelation of God. 

It has been asserted, and is probably true, that 

“there is not an individual that ever found God save 
* through the revelation of His Word.” 

It is an undotfbted fact that the Bible is the path- 
way through which most men find Christ as a Saviour. 
Its words are the very “power of God unto salvation” 

© when applied by the Holy Spirit. 

“The word of God is LivinG, and active, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, . . . quick to discern the 
thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). No 
other book possesses such truly miraculous power. 
Whence comes this power if there is no God behind 
its message? . The Bible is one of the clearest proofs 
of the existence of God. 

Other religions show man seeking God. The Bible 
reveals God seeking man. It claims to be the mes- 
sage of God to man. Thousands of times in its pages 
men claim to give God’s words. Prophets are con- 
vinced that they heard God’s voice and that they de- 
clared his mind, speaking at his command. This 


Book reveals God’s love for us in his warnings, his 
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invitations, his promises, his pity, his forgiveness, his 
care for us, his desire to make men his friends, and 
to impart to them his nature and use them as co- 
workers with himself, 

The Bible reveals God’s nature: His ‘ majesty, 
purity, wisdom, and holiness. It shows a God whom 
mere man could never have invented. Nature could 
not reveal to us that God is Spirit; God is light; God 
is LOVE. 

The Bible reveals God’s servants at worship and at 
work. We see how God uses men. How he calls 
them, trains them, guides them, and guards them. 
How he provides for them and reveals his love to 
them. We can learn about God by watching his 
servants, just as the Queen of Sheba added to her 
“knowledge” of Solomon even by the “sitting” of his 
servants. But it is the pafient and loving way in which 
God deals with his children that is of such infinite im- 
portance to us. 

Above and beyond all this there is given us the per- 
fect sinless life of the Lord Jesus the Son of God; and 
the amazing revelation of a suffering God— God in 
Christ reconciling the world to himself. This is the 
heart of the Bible’s message. The Lord Jesus is the 
great revelation of God. “God ... hath in these last 
days spoken unto us by his Son” (Heb: 1¢T, 2). 

Eternal life is knowing the Father and Jesus Christ 
whom he has Sent. And we can know the Father 
only through Christ. 

“These are they which bear witness. of me,” said 
our Lord when speaking of the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures. On the very day of his resurrection our Sav- 
iour spent some hours in ‘explaining this to two hum- 
ble disciples on the way to Emmaus. “Beginning at 
Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them 
in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.” 
Later on he did the same with the apostles. “Then 
opened he their understanding, that they might under- 
stand the scriptures . . .” (Luke 24: 27, 45, 46). © 

Do we now realize what a marvelous revelation of 
God we have in our Bible? We cannot expect to 
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have an intimate and personal knowledge of God un- 
less we know the Scriptures. 


4. We know that God exists, for God may be seen in 
the lives of those who follow him. 


It is true that many Christian people fail to com- 
mend to others either their religion or their God. So 
many of-us are stumblingblotks and “rocks of offense” 
rather than living stones in Christ’s great temple. The 
remedy for such inconsistencies is a greater personal 
knowledge of Christ. If we are to be a credit to our 
Saviour we must “KNow him, and the power of his 
resurrection.” 

But in spite of the low level of many Christian lives 
we do get glimpses of God and his “beauty of holi- 
ness” in those who closely walk in their Saviour’s 
steps. A light in the eye, a look on the face, a tone 
of the voice often suffice to reveal the presence of 
the Lord Jesus dwelling in the heart. As Bishop Taylor 
Smith quaintly puts it: “If Christ is dwelling in a 
house, he will often be seen looking out of the win- 
dow.” 

In a broadcast talk, Sir Harry Verney, Bart. D.S.O., 
said, “Christ is here now. I know he és on earth, be- 
cause I see him working in other people. I see people 
living their lives for God and their fellow men. I 
see Christ in my home, in my wife, and in. my chil- 
dren. I see him in my friends. .I.see him over and 
over again in perfect strangers; and what I mean by 
that is, —‘He said, ‘Follow me,’ and I see people who 
are able to follow him and I kNow he must be there.” 

‘So we venture to call every one to a recollection 
of the fact that the Christ-like life can be lived only 


by those who truly KNow God in Christ. “That I 
may KNow him!” cries Paul. “That I may KNow 
him!” is the yearning cry of each of us.. And it ‘is 


for you and me: to ask;-what is this “knowledge”: and 
how can I KNow? 

For to KNow God is life eternal; and. to make him 
KNOWN is the purpose of “the Gospel.” 


(To be continued.) 





Morals of Old Testament Heroes 


I am the superintendent of our Christian Endeavor 


Society. Recently, in the hope that we might be 
helped spiritually, I secured thirty-five members and 
friends who pledged themselves to join me in reading 
through the Bible in a year. We are now in our 
fourth week in the last part of Exodus. 

Last week at a meeting of the Society some of the 
girls asked why it was the old patriarchs could be so 
loose in their morals and yet be spoken of so highly. 
As one girl put it: “Those old men make a practice 
of things we have always been taught to abhor, and 
yet we have always been taught to look at them as 
being very close to ” The ages of our members, 
boys and girls, average from eighteen to twenty-four, 
and I didn’t feel that I was competent to explain 
clearly, but told chem I would get an explanation. 

You can understand my difficulty. If those things 
are minimized, the young people’s moral viewpoint 
may endangered ; and if they are too severely con- 
demned, their respect for Abr: Isaac, Jacob, and 
those other great men will be lessened. In either case, 
the object I had in mind when starting this systematic 
reading will be defeated. 

In this dilemma I fall back on the Times, and look 
to you. May God lead you to give me a clear ex- 
planation which I can pass on to my boys and girls. 
He knows they have enough difficulty as it is in keep- 
ing pure-minded and clean. I feel that this is an 
opportunity for helpful service on your part. 

May He bless you in your great work, and will you 
pray for us and other Christian young people in this 
age of doubt, misgivings, and evil influences?—A 
North Carolina reader. 


One evidence that the Bible is inspired, and as 
the inspired Word of God different from all other 
books, is that it never condones or tones down the 
sins of its great men, nor does it ever evade full and 
unsparing mention of..such sins, It does not seek to 
explain them away, it does not,excuse or justify those 
ee the sins. The record is there, in frank 
etail. 

And the Bible never approves the sins of ‘its heroes. 
It records some sins without comment; it records other 
sins with severest condemnation; but it never approves 
awy sin of any man or woman, no matter how much 
one may have been in the forefront of Bible history. 
This fact should be made plain to young people study- 
ing the Bible. It is most significant, and they should 
be helped to understand its significance. 

Furthermore, when any Bible character is given a 
place of special prominence in God’s plans and service, 
and is spoken of approvingly in the Word, we can 
always discover from the record why such approval 
is given. We may be perfectly sure of one thing: 
God’s approval never rested upon such persons be- 
cause of their sins, but always because of something 








else. And we shall find, upén studying the various 
characters, that they were approved of God because 
of their faith in him and their obedience to him. 
Therefore God could save them (faith is a condition 
of salvation), he could guide them, he could use them 
in his service, sinful though they were. If God had 
limited himself, for his work, to men and women who 
were without sin, no inspired history of useful men 
would ever have been written. God uses what instru- 
ments he can. 

The customs and prevalent practices of various peo- 
pies in different countries, and at different times in the 
istory of the world, are factors in determining the 
form in which sin expresses itself. Sin is always 
sin, but it expressed itself differently in the lives of 
some of God’s people in Old Testament times from 
its forms of expression in the lives of some of God’s 
people today. Yet in God’s sight certain “respectable”: 
sins of Christians today may be quite as black as cer- 
tain sins in Old Testament times that seem very glar- 
ing to us. Covetousness, for example, or the love of 
money and of earthly possessions, is condemned in the 
New Testament with unsparing severity; it is put 
far down in the lists of the lowest sins. Are any of 
the boys and girls in this Christian Endeavor Society 
guilty of covetousness? Have they studied God’s 
Word to see what He thinks of it and says about it? 

A valuable series of articles, written by a brilliant 
Bible teacher, will be published in The Sunday School 
Times this year, taking up the question, “Can We 
Trust the Old Testament?” The series will deal with 
the question asked by this North Carolina reader, and 
will answer with true scholarship those critics, falsely 
called scholarly, who have attempted to tear the Old 
Testament to pieces as they say its history is fable, 
its God immoral. Young people and older will be 
deeply interested in this series, and will find help on 
these vital problems that can be honestly and fear- 
lessly faced. 

ve 


“Christian Youth is @ paper I want my twelve-year- 
old son to grow: up with. The. entire paper is fine 
for voung people. He is a great reader, and 1 must 
place’ before him the best of reading material.”—An 
Illinois mother. 

Have you tried this “junior S. S. T.” in your fam- 
ily and Swunday-school. yet? It’s the Times’ weekly 
paper for young people, with wholesome stories, lesson 
helps for home study, Bible puzzles, and other live, 
interesting, and soundly Christian material. Thou- 
sands are now using it, and are very enthusiastic over 
it. Best of all, it is safe in these days when so much 
unsafe literature appeals to young people. Subscrip- 
tion rates are on page 45. 
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Finding Joy in Bible, Study 


A daily pleasure to look forward to instead of 


a task to get through with 


By Wilbur M. Smith 














Paley reaffirmed a great truth for the Christian 

Church in his famous work, “Natural The- 
ology” (1802). “The Deity has superadded pleasure 
to animal sensations,” he wrote, “beyond what was 
necessary for any other purpose, or when the purpose, 
so far as it was necessary, might have been effected 
by the operation of pain.” He particularly found this 
true in the pleasures that accompany the necessity of 
eating food. “Why add pleasure to the act of eating; 
sweetness and relish to food? why a new and appropri- 
ate sense for the perception of the pleasure? Eating 
is necessary; but the pleasure attending it is not nec- 
essary. This is a constitution which, so far as appears 
to me, can be resolved into nothing but the pure benev- 
olence of the Creator.” 

What Paley found to prevail in the physical realm 
is even more true when we come to consider the 
spirituai necessities of life. God has set certain spir- 
itual laws for the life and growth of his children, 
obedience to which is necessary for victory over sin, 
fellowship with him, and power in service. But in 
his marvelous goodness God has so formulated the 
laws of his Kingdom, and created the hearts of men, 
that the obeying of these laws of spiritual life makes 
the soul to overflow with joy. Thus, he éstablished 
certain Feasts that were to be carefully kept by the 
Israelites, but the keeping of them made the Children 


A. THE beginning of the “last century William 


. of Israel to rejoice before the Lord their God (Lev. 


23:40; 2 Chron. 30:25, 26; Ezra 6:22). God com- 
manded the building of a great Temple for the wor- 
ship of himself, involving great labor and sacrificial 
giving, but with its completion the people “went unto 
their tents joyful and glad of heart” (1 Kings 8: 66; 
1 Chron. 29:9, 17; Ezra 3:12, 13). All men every- 
where are required to worship the only true God, but 
what joy such worship is ever found to bring to the 
hearts of those that bow before him (Psa. 42: 4; 43: 
4; 84:2, mg.). If men are to be saved from the 
wrath of God, enjoy peace and power, and live with 
God throughout all eternity, it is absolutely necessary 
that they accept his method of salvation, but when this 
is done the heart overflows with inexpressible joy, 
full of glory (Psa. 5:11; 13:5; 21:1; 51:12; 63:5; 
Luke 10: 20; Acts 8: 39; r Pet. 1: 6, and many others). 

One of the fundamental laws of God in the matter 
of Christian life and growth is that which has to do 
with feeding upon the Word. The Scriptures are 
profitable for teaching us, for reproving, correcting, 
and disciplining us (2 Tim. 3:16); by the Word we 
are sanctified and cleansed (John 17:17; 15:3; Eph. 
5:20; 1 Pet. 1:22). In its power we are able to de- 
feat our great antagonist (Eph. 6:17). With the 
Word we are able to live (Matt.’ 4:4); it is able 
to build us up (Acts 20: 32) ; it is the source of hope 
(Rom. 15:4; Col. 1:5). Indeed it is in giving atten- 
tfon to the Word that, as men of God, we are made 
complete (2 Tim. 3:17). If the child of God is to 
grow in grace, in the knowledge of God, in holiness of 


life, in effectiveness of intercession, and in power of - 


service, it is absolutely essential that earnest, prayer- 
ful, syscematic study of the Scriptures be his con- 
tinual habit. 

With all- this most believers would quickly agree. 
But just here a great mistake is made. So many con- 
verted people look upon the Bible, not as food, but 
as medicine, and take it not with joy or pleasure, but 
with a feeling of compulsion, of indifference, of a sort 
of antagonism, glad only when the task: of reading 
it is over for the day. How contrary to what God 
intends! Just as he ordained that the eating of whole- 
some food, necessary for bodily strength, should bring 
delight to the physical senses, so has he ordained that 
feeding upon his Word, necessary for the maintenance 


of spiritual life, should be accompanied by a greater - 


joy in the heart. Indeed, more passages may be found 
in the Scriptures connecting joy with the study of 
God’s Word than with any other single spiritual exer- 
cise of a redeemed soul. 


The Joy of Discovery 


_ God planned the entire system of our universe, but, 
instead of giving to men a scientific work explaining 
all its intricate movements and its deep secrets (as 
he could have done if he had chosen), he left it to 
men to explore, discovering from century to century 
more and more of the wonders of the heavenly bodies, 
and the order of the elements within the earth. He 
covered the earth with a great fauna and flora, hun- 
dreds of thousands of species, but he left it to men to 
discover the marvelous structures of plants and ani- 
mals, their life histories, and their order in species, 
genera, and families. Think of the unspeakable joy 
that has come to astronomers, chemists, and.‘natural 


Great God, with wonder and with praise, 
On all thy works I lock; — 

But still thy wisdom, pow’r and grace, 
Shine brightest in thy Book. 


Here are my choicest treasures hid, 
Here my best comfort lies; 

Here my desires are satisfied, 
And here my hopes arise. 


Then let me love my Bible more, 
And take a fresh delight, 

By day to read these wonders o’er, 
And meditate by night. 


—Isaac Watts, 1674-1748. 








historians, from the early days of the Greeks down to 
this very hour, in discovering the great truths of this 
world in which we. live. : 

It is like this with the Word of God so graciously 
given to us. Within its pages are thousands of facts 
and truths, about the’ Trinity, the heavenly creatures, 
Satan, demons, the universe itself, the history of na- 
tions, the plan of redemption, the incarnation of God’s 
Son, the laws of life, the plans of God for the ages 
yet to come. These facts are not given as they would: 
appear in an analytical treatise on theology, but in a 
living and progressing revelation, in such.a. way that 
man is left to discover for himself the order and 
strength and wonder of these vast, unmeasured realms 
of truth. The Scriptures have been planned by God 
to be inexhaustible. He intended it, one feels sure, 
that its pages should be.to redeemed men as vast de- 
posits of precious stones, in which each is to mine for 
his own enrichment and joy. “It is the glory of God 
to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search 
out a matter” (Prov. 25:2). We may not have the 
privilege of Roy Chapman Andrews in discovering the 
vestiges of a lost civilization in Central Asia, or of 
Dr. Compton in seeing for the first time the true 
structure of crystals; but God has in his Word given 
every Christian the opportunity of experiencing joys 
that are greater than those that come to men pursuing 
their studies in the fascinating realms of history or 
natural science. 

We should always keep in mind, also, that it is not 
what others have found in the Word that will bring 
us the greatest joy, but what we have found in our 
individual searching. Finding a flower of which we 
had never before even heard, in the shade of a se- 
cluded ravine some spring afternoon, is an altogether 
different experience from having the flower pointed 
out to us by some botanist in the herbarium of a 
great museum. “I rejoice at thy Word, as one that 
findeth great spoil,” was the verdict of the Psalmist. 
It should be our exultation too. 


The Joy of Attaining Final Truth 


It is inevitable that men should ever be searching 
for truth. The ignorance in which we are born, the 
unexplored realms of the world about us, the mystery 
of life itself, make such a pursuit the normal passion 
of every rational being, however unconscious of such 
a search he may be. Of the many truths for which 
men have ever been searching, the three most import- 
ant may be said to concern God, man, and the moral 
good. And yet no human philosophy or religion has 
ever been developed which could satisfy men, every- 
where and in all generations, when these three great 
problems arose in their minds. 

The age in which we are living witnesses to such a 
repudiation of ancient religions, and outworn philos- 
ophies, as perhaps the world has never before seen. 
Streams -of new knowledge have poured upon men so 
swiftly and with such volume that they have swept 
men off their feet. Men do not know what to believe, 
either about themselves, about God, or concerning the 
moral good. Chaos marks every realm of thought at 
the present time, especially that of ethics. This is the 
saddest aspect of our contemporary civilization — it 
knows so much, so many thousands of facts, but it 
confesses absolute failure in its search for the ultimate 
ae of God, of man, and of what is really good in 
ire. 

It is just here that the-Word of God comes to the 
rescue. Here only do men ever find the absolute truth 
about the three great problems of existence. “Thy 
word is true from the beginning.” It is still true. It 
endures forever.. And when men come to a knowledge 
of. God.and of themselves through this divine revela- 
tion, they know for a certainty that they have come 


at last to the final and eternal truth for which their 
minds and hearts were created, and joy overflows 
their soul. “That my joy may be in you, and_ that 
your joy may be made full,” describes not only the 
result of considering the immediate words of Christ 
during that hour, but of the study and understanding 
of the entire revelation of God (John 15: 11; cf. 1 John 
34). 

The experience of the Psalmist, as he came to 
know the character of God, is repeated in the heart 
of every believer as he sees for himself in the Holy 
Scriptures the glory of God as it is revealed in the 
face of Jesus Christ. “Let them ever shout for joy, 
because thou defendest them.” “Because he is at my 
right hand, I shall not be moved. Therefore my 
heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth.” “The Lord is 


my strength and my shield . . . therefore my heart 
greatly rejoiceth.” “I will be glad and rejoice in thy 
mercy.” “The Lord reigneth; let the earth rejoice.” 


“My soul shall be joyful in the Lord: it shall rejoice 
in his salvation” (Psa. 5: 11; 16:8, 9; 28:73 31:7; 97: 
1; 35:9). There is wonderful “joy and peace in believ- 
ing” (Rom. 15:13; Acts 16:34; 1 Pet. 1:8). 

Have you ever carefully noticed the emotions of 
the followers of Christ between the time of his death 
and his convincing them that he had risen again from 
the dead? 

The women at the tomb were “amazed,” “affrighted,” 
“trembling,” and “astonished” (Mark 16:5, 8; Luke 
24:5). 

Peter “wondered” (Luke 24: 12). 

Mary Magdalene was found at the tomb weeping 
(John 20:11). . 

The two disciples on the Emmaus road were “sad” 
(Luke 24:17). 

The disciples in the upper room were “terrified,” 
“affrighted,” “troubled,” and doubting (Luke 24: 37, 


Are not these the very words that accurately de- 
scribe our present civilization? Fear and terror and 
doubt have seized the hearts of men everywhere. 
Europe fears another war. Asia is in dread of the 
encroaching of Bolshevism. Statesmen tremble as they 
think of the enormous, staggering debts upon the 
nations that were in the late war. Who is not fearful 
about the future of the morals of our own land? 
The world is truly sad today, disillusioned and baffled. 

But —there is a cure! Joy can be had! It was 
found by these dazed and heartbroken disciples. It 
is being found in the same way today, by those who 
follow the Lamb. 

The women departed from the tomb “with ... great 
joy” (Matt. 28:8). 

The disciples in the upper room were “glad, when 
they saw the Lord” (John 20: 20; Luke 24: 41). 

They returned to Jerusalem, after the ascension, 
“with great joy” (Luke 24: 52). 

What changed their hearts like this? What had 
happened? Simply this—they had found the truth. 
They had seen the Lord, had become convinced that 
the hands were those of the crucified Lord. They - 
‘knew he was the Christ. The ground under their feet 
was now a rock, whereas they had before felt it to 
be treacherous and shifting sand. Above all, they had 
seen the Lord Christ in the ‘Holy Scriptures in a new 
way as he opened to them their understanding that 
they might understand the Scriptures. And the truths 
they saw then are the truths that today bring joy to 
the hearts of men. They are found in only one 
place—in the Word. And so, in spite of the -sad- 
ness of the world about us, the doubts of modern 
philosophy, the well grounded fears of an impending 
crisis in civilization, the Word of God standeth sure, 
and its loving, prayerful study will make us to shout 
for joy as we feel our feet on the rock of eternal cer- 
tainties. 

The Joy of Knowing the Future 


William James once said that the perfect philosophy 
must succeed in banishing uncertainty from the future. 
This gives us one of the deepest reasons why no per- 
fect philosophy has ever been evolved from the brains 
of men. Men cannot predict the future. Yet in spite 
of the utter futility of it, we are living in a period 
when predictive speculation seems to be the preroga- 
tive and pastime of almost every leading thinker in 
science, history, and philosophy. H. G. Wells, Ber- 
trand Russell, Sir Oliver Lodge, G. Bernard Shaw, 
Henry Fairfield Osborn, and other prominent scholars 
have given out what they think the future holds for 
the human race. 

There is one pitiful thing about all their hypotheses 
— they neither speak of joy. nor do they create joy in 
our hearts as we read them. Why? Because real 
joy can only flow, when the future is being considered, 
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from absolute conviction that the future is to be a 
glorious one in which each of us will fully share. Yet 
with the facts before us of man’s previous history, 
extending back some six thousand years, is there any 
reasonable argument for declaring that we are on 
the threshold of an era of world-wide peace, of abso- 
lute justice, of the end of all crime and hatred? Where 
are the human facts for such predictions? None! 
But unless the future of mankind is one of glory and 
promise, it can never create any joy in our hearts. 

What then would we Christians do without the 
voice of God-as we look into the ages that are to come? 
God knows the future. How glad we can be that he 
does! We know that he is able to bring to pass a 
more glorious era than even the minds of men can im- 
agine. It is a future where all the forces of evil will 
be utterly and forever defeated, where thére shall be 
no more pain or weeping or sorrow, where this blood- 
soaked and scarred earth will be renewed, where the 
‘knowledge of God shall cover the earth and every 
knee shall bow before him, where life shall be radiant, 
holy, powerful, and never ending, and where we shall 
live in bodies like after his own glorious body — this 
is the future in the program of Jehovah. Who has 
ever dared imagine such a coming day as this? Who 
can but shout for joy as he knows for a certainty that 
these things are so? (Luke 10: 20; 6:23; 1 Pet. 1:6; 
4:13; Rom. 5:2; 12: 12.) 

Joy, unspeakable joy, joy that is full of glory and 
that no man can take away from us, is the sure result 
of the truly believing study of the Word of God. 
Every redeemed child of God. can, if he will, sing with 
Jeremiah, “Thy words were found, and I did eat them; 
and thy words were unto me a joy and the rejoicing 
sof my heart” (15: 16; cf. Ezek. 2:8; 3: 1-3). 

CovincTon, VA. 
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Understanding Our Honor 


“Man that is in honour, and understandeth not, 
is like the beasts that perish.” 


O: WE “understand” our “honour”? Take two or 
three only of its insignia. 

Do we “undersiand” that as members of Christ’s 
Body, of his flesh, and of his bones, we have the right 
to draw on the very life of the Godhead for every 
need? “Man that is in honour, and understandeth 
not, is like ‘the beasts that perish.” 

Do we “understand” that God has made. us his 
channels —his only channels —of that life fo lives 
around us, whether in speech or in intercession, or 
in the ministty of love? ‘“Man that is in honour, and 
understandeth not, is like the beasts that perish.” 

Do we “understand” that God has “called” us “to 
\the marriage supper of the Lamb” — with all that 
means of the infinite honoring of taking our humanity 
into the closest, tenderest relationship with the God- 
head? “Man that is in honour, and understandeth 
not, is like the beasts that perish.” 

The beasts that perish look downward to the earth 
instead of upward as man. There is a spark of in- 
telligence, a flicker of love and joy, but no more, and 
no hope of being: more—no expansion, no develop- 
ment. 

Are we by our lack of understanding limiting our 
chances of development throughout eternity? 











A method by which a Sunday-school 
reached the high school group 


A Dialogue on the Fundamentals 
By O. L. Stixrood, Surctintendent First Beptist 








2 Sunday School, Minneapolis } 








‘INDOUBTEDLY many Sunday-schools have dif- 
ficulty, as we have had, in getting any considerable 
‘number of the people of the church to attend the promo- 
‘tion services of the Sunday-school, and because of that 
have missed an opportunity to get before the church 
in a concrete way what the Sunday-school is really 
accomplishing with boys and girls and young people. 
~ .For a number of years we have conducted our pro- 
‘motion service in the church auditorium at the time 
of the ‘usual morning worship service of the chutch. 
‘The arrangement of the program has been compar- 
‘atively simple as far as the children’s division of the 
school is concerned, as we have simply had the boys 
‘and girls repeat portions of the regular memory work 
programs for their departments. It has always been 
a problem, however, how to arrange a program that 
would secure the wholehearted interest and co-opera- 
‘tion of the high school group and at the same time 
ive to the people a Gospel message such as_ they 
Rev a right to expect in a morning church service. 

It occurred to us last year that to have these groups 
emphasize some of the fundamental doctrines of the 
Christian faith would be effective. Accordingly, a 
program was arranged as follows: 

One group of young people was used to represent a Sun- 
day-school group, while another was used to represent 
‘a group of worldly young people who had no interest in 
the church or the Sunday-school. These two groups met 
on the platform and the following conversation en- 
sued, during which the organist played softly hymns 
‘in keeping with the doctrine being discussed by the 
‘groups on the platform. 


THE DIALocuE 
' Is it true that the boys and girls we have just 
been ‘listening to learn all those verses from the Bible 
in: Sunday~-school ? 

Yes, but that’s only a small portion of the memory 
‘work they have as a regular part of their program. 

Well,-F guess Sunday-school is all right for children 
but, really, I can’t see why you young people go. oe 
\ We go because we believe the Bible and want to 
‘study’ it as we do our textbooks in school. 

Yes, and we believe it’ is good sense to take the 
advice of such men as Gladstone, Lincoln, Roosevelt, 
and Wilson, and they all agreed that no education is 
‘complete without a knowledge of the Bible. 

I suppose you think the Bible is inspired as is no 
other book? It doesn’t even claim that for itself. 

_I think it does. Listen to this: “All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, 
repr ages furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 
3:16, 17). 

And. this is what Jesus said: “O: fools, and slow 
of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: 


ought not Christ to have suffered these things and to 
enter into his glory? And beginning at Moses and 
all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the 
ye <a the things concerning himself’ (Luke 24: 
25-27). 


Song: “The Bible Stands” — Choir 


Of course, we believe that Jesus was a real historical 
character and that he was a wonderful teacher, but 
you would have a hard time to convince us that he 
was born of a virgin or/that he was more than man. 

The. Bible has something to say about that, too. 
Seven hundred years before Christ was born Isaiah 
said: “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a 
sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel” (Isa. 7: 14). 

And that prophecy was literally fulfilled, as recorded 
in Matthew 1: 18-25: ‘Now the birth of Jesus Christ 
was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was 
espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she 
was found with child of the Holy Ghost. Then Joseph 
her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make 
her a publick example, was minded to put her away 
privily. But while he thought on ‘these things, behold, 
the angel of the Lord appeared unto’ him in: a dream, 
saying, Joseph, .thou son of .David, fear not -to take 
unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived 
in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring 
forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for 
he shall save his people from their sins. Now all this 
was done, that it might be fulfilled which~was spoken, 
of the Lord bythe prophet, saying, Behold, a. virgin 
shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and 
they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being in- 
terpreted is, God with us. .Then Joseph: being: raised 
from sleep did as. the angel.of the.Lord had bidden 
him, and took unto. him his wife: And knew her not 
till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he 
called his name JESUS.” 

In Psalm 2:7 God says, “Thou.art.my Son; this 
day have I begotten thee”; and in Galatians 4: 4, “But 
when the fulness ot the time was.come, God sent forth 
his Son, made.of a woman, made under the law.” 


This is certainly interesting. We had supposed that 
if we lived respectably and did the best we could, 
everything would end well and we. need. not be con- 
cerned about our souls, but if that is true, what do 
you mean by “our Saviour”? ; 

The Bible says in Romans 3: 10-12: “As it is writ- 
ten, There is none righteous, no, not one. ‘Fhere is 
none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh 
after God. They are all gone out: of the way, they 
are together become unprofitable; there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one’; and again in‘ Romans 5: 12: 
“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered the world, and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned”; also Galatians 3:22: “But the 
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scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the prom- 
- by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that 
ieve.” 

And that is just why the Lord Jesus came into the 
world. “For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not. perish, but have everlasting life” 
(John 3:16). “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our in- 
iquities; the -chastisement of. our peace was upon 


-him; and with his stripes we are healed. - All we like 


sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one 
to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was af- 
flicted, yet he opened not his mouth”: (Isa. 53: 4-7). 

“Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by 
his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption for us. - For if the 
blood of bulls and of goats... sanctifieth to the purify- 
ing of the flesh: how much more shall the blood of 
Christ, who through the, eternal Spirit. offered him- 
self without spot to God, purge your conscience from 
dead works to serve the living God? and for this 
cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that 
by means of death, for the redemption of the trans- 
gressions that were under the first testament, they 
which are called might receive the promise of eternal 
inheritance” (Heb. 9: 12-15). 


Song: “The Old Rugged Cross” — Quartet 


Tell me what the Bible teaches about the resurrec- 
tion. Does it teach that Jesus’ body actually rose 
from the graye? mF 

Two of his disciples went to the grave. “And 
they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. 
And they entered in, and found not the body of the 
Lord Jesus. And it came to pass, as they were much 
perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them 


‘in shinirig garments: And as they were afraid, and 


bowed down ‘their faces to the earth, they’ said unto 
them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? He 
is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto 
you when he was yet in Galilee” (Luke 24: 2-6). 

When he appeared to ‘his disciples-they could nut 
believe that it was he, and he’ said, “Behold my hands 
and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; 
for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me 
have” (Luke 24:39). And when Thomas doubted, 
He said, “Reach hither thy finger, and behold my 
hands; and reach hither ‘thy hand, and thrust it into 
my — and be not faithless, but believing” (John 
20: ar), - 

That same glorified body. went back. to the Father, 
too. “And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he 
was parted from them, and carried up into heaven” 
(Luke 24:51). “So then after the Lord had spoken 
unto. them, he was received up into heaven, and sat 
on the right hand of God” (Mark 16:19). “And 
when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, 
he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their 
sight” (Acts 1:9). - 

And, some day he is coming back. “Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this 
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as'ye have seen him go 
into heaven” (Acts’ 1:11). ‘“Unto~them:’ that look 
for him shall he appear a second time without sin unto 
salvation” (Heb. 9: 28).. “For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the 
dead in Christ shall‘ risé’ first: Then‘ we which are 
alive. and. remain shall be caught up together with 
thei in. the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and 
so shall we ever be with the Lord” (1 Thess. 4: 16, 17). 

We have learned a great many things today, and 
I am sure we shall now show a different attitude 
toward the Bible and what it teaches. By the way, 
where did you young people learn so much about the 
Bible? : ; 

In our, classes in. the First Baptist Sunday School. 
If you are. not. attending. any ,other. school, you would 
find a royal welcome in ours, and I am sure you 
would enjoy sharing our good times both in the study 
of the: Bible and in our social affairs. . 

It is generous -of .you ‘to extend an ‘inivitation like 
that to us, especially since we have questioned. so many 


_ of the things that are so dear to you and-in which 


you so.implicitly believe. Since hearing the answers 
you make to our questions, I doubt whether any of 
us believe what we thought we did about the Bible. 
I guess we have-sort of absorbed the attitude of our 
set that it is an evidence of superiority to question 
the authenticity: ofthe Bible. I admit; however, that 
your clear answers as to what the Bible teaches about 
Inspiration, the Virgin. Birth, the Atonement, the 
Resurrection, the Ascension, and the Second Coming 
are a revelation to me, as I feel sute they are to my 
friends, and we shall accept your invitation to join one 
of your. classes, because we want to be honest: enough 
to. study the Bible and let it speak for itself on these 
subjects. 


Song: “Holy Bible, Book Divine” —Solo 
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A Christian Lawyer Meets Infidel Rationalists 
on Their Own Ground—and Surprises Them ! 


The Sunday School Times announces one of the most 
extraordinary contributions to Christian life and litera- 
ture ever published in any journal, secular or religious 


LAWYER-FRIEND of the Editor of The Sunday School Times 

has a hobby. The Editor discovered it one Sunday last spring, 

as he was visiting in the lawyer’s home in a well-known eastern 
city; The lawyer dropped the remark that it had been a habit of 
his, for years, to ask anyone who doubted or rejected the Scriptures 
and Christianity whether he had read anything on the other side. 
And, said the lawyer, he had never found anyone who had. 


When he asked them if they would be fair in the matter, and 


read something on the other side, he had had the enjoyable experience, - . 


over and over again, of seeing such un- 
believing rationalists completely swung 


in support of the claim of the Lord Jesus Christ to absolute 
deity, and of the Bible to absolute, inerrant divine inspiration. 
I have never found one, and I have hunted for twenty years. 
I have never read of one, and I have studied this matter for 
twenty-five years. 


e 


But he has found more than one infidel lawyer, professional man, 
business man, and others who, after playing the game fairly and read- 
ing what he has given them on the other side, have admitted that the 
arguments for their position were de- 
molished ; better still, they have turned 





around by simply facing, as they never ~ 
. had done before, the arguments against 
their unbelief. - 


The Editor’s curiosity was aroused. 
He questioned his lawyer-friend ; the 
true stories he heard from his lips, that 
Sunday afternoon, were amazing, almost 
incredible. But they weve true. He 
told_his friend that he must write out 
those personal experiences for the read- 
ers of The Sunday School Times. Thi 
has now been done,™ 
on page 45. 

The Editor believes that the narra- 
tive of this Christian lawyer’s own 
conversion, with his experiences in 
challenging infidel rationalists to play 
the game fairly by reading, in cold 
blood, the retentlessly logical and ra- 
tional arguments for the truth as over 
against the untruth, makes one of the 
most extraordinary documents of our 
generation. ~ The Editor has the manu- 
script in hand ; it is 25,000 words: or 
more, and will make a series of some 
ten articles in The Sunday School 
Times. 

This is a day in which men and Street, Philadelphia. 
women pride themselves on their ability 





This momentous series will begin in next week’s 
issue of The Sunday School Times, and will con- 
tinue during the winter and spring. 


. Readers of the Times can render a lasting service 
to their friends by- telling them of this. 
not now taking the paper a Ten Weeks Get Ac- 
quainted subscription, for 25 cents, if sent promptly . 
will secure a number of these articles, 


Annual subscriptions begun or renewed promptly 
will secure the entire series. 


Sunday School Times Club Secretaries will be in- 
terested in the Publishers’ suggestions, in connection 
with this series, on page 40. 


If you have not yet joined the Join the Family 
Campaign to double the circulation of the Times, 
does: not this series stfongly invite you to do so? 
A full-page Prospectus of other extraordinary features 
to appear in the Times during 1929, and “a leaflet 
reprint of the recent editorial, ‘* Lights in the Deepen- 
ing Darkness,’ telling how readers.are bringing others 
into the Family, together with as many sample copies 
of the paper as you may wish for distribution, will be 
sent free of charge, upon request, by The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thirteenth 


to the Lord Jesus Christ and been 
saved. 


One day last spring a member of a 
big commercial organization in a neigh- 
boring city called on this. lawyer about 
a business matter. Before he left he 
found himself rather unexpectedly re- 
plying to some leading questions,’ and 
he said- that his early faith in Christ 
and the Bible were so in eclipse that 
there was hardly a vestige left. The 
lawyer then made a statement that the 
business man accepted with a smile. 
‘‘So far as-your brain and your intel- 
lectual belief are concerned,’’ said the 
lawyer, ‘‘I will. undertake to guarantee 
that you cannot retain your unbelief if 
you will study. the matter a bit, and 
-will read one or two books I will let 
you have.’’ 


For those 


Subscription rates are 


The business man said he really had 
not known there were any noteworthy 
books in intelligent opposition to the 
agnostic and infidel writers, but He 
promised to report after reading a book 
that was offered him. 


Some time later the lawyer had a 
long distance telephone ca!l from the 








to think. - They submit everything to 
the test of logic, reasonableness, the 
appeal to the mind. Very well; Christianity and the Word of 
God are not afraid to meet that test. Those who are rejecting 
Christianity and the Scriptures on the ground that logical thinking 


must necessarily cast them aside are hereby challenged to face the- 


question on their own ground of the intellect and rational thinking. 
College students, college and university professors, professional men, 
and particularly lawyers, will find in these articles a momentous 
challenge. Note this keen observation from the opening article : 


True, there have been many lawyers of this and other 
days infidel or agnostic ;. but their legal training gives their 
views no value unless their attention has been seriously devoted 
to the consideration of this matter; and it may safely be be- 
lieved of all infidel lawyers that not one of them has ever 
made a careful, lawyer-like investigation of the claims of 
“the Bible and its Christ,” studying and digesting any of the 
great “ briefs” which gather together and sum up the proofs 


neighboring city. -It was his business 

friend. .This came over the phone: 
‘<T certainly thank you for lending me that book.. I am ninety-nine 
and nine-tenths converted, and I have still one chapter to read 
before I finish.’’ 


No well-informed Christian man or woman or young person 
today who wants to be thoroughly equipped to meet the increasing 
attacks of rationalism can afford to miss this momentous series. The 
lawyer names the books that he gives his friends. He cites instances 
of men of massive intellect who, after simply studying the evidences, 
turned to Christ and became devout Christians. And he recounts 
personal experiences in soul-winning that are unforgettable. 


**As a student of the University of Chicago I was always searching for a scien- 
tifically and spiritually up-to-date paper that contradicts and challenges the empty 
blunder of our modern social adjustment of religion in an unmistakably clear and 
powerful way. The Sunday Schooi Times is beyond appreciation. Those who had 
the paper for ‘getting acquainted’ want it again. May God increase the spiritual and 
creative power of this His paper. Please find ten subscriptions enclosed, they came in 


last Sunday at once, others will follow I am almost sure."*-A Wisconsin pastor. 
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When Reading the Bible Publicly 
By Norman H. Camp 


N THE eighth chapter of Nehemiah we have several 
| valuable suggestions as to the proper way of reading 
and hearing the Word of God in the public meeting. 
The people gathered as one man to hear the Word 
read; they requested that it should be read; they 
took time to hear it read (from morning until mid- 
day) ; they were-attentive to the reading of the Word; 
they stood up when the Book was opened (reverence) ; 
the blessing of God was asked upon the reading ; the 
people bowed their heads and worshiped the Author 
of the Book; the leaders caused the people ¢o under- 
stand the Word; they read distinctly; they gave the 
sense (proper explanation) ; and they taught the people. 

The results of this reading and hearing the Word 
are indicated. At first there was weeping, as the 
people realized anew their sin and neglect. The sec- 
ond effect was joy and gladness, liberality and renewed 
strength. This is always true when the Word is prop- 
erly read and heard. 

The same results may be expected today if the Word 
is properly read. Much will depend upon the minis- 
ter who reads it. The natural man does not under- 
stand the things of God, and “the carnal mind is 
enmity against God.” It therefore becomes necessary 
for the minister to arouse the mind and give the 
sense, so that the truth of the Word reaches the con- 
science and understanding of the people. How can 
this be done? 

I. Read it as the Word of God, with faith that Nhe 
Holy Spirit who wrote it will use it to bring convic- 
tion, salvacion, blessing, comfort, correction, edification, 
and guidance. Any uncertainty on this point by the 
minister will hinder the effectiveness of, the public 
reading of the Word. ‘ 

II. Read it distinctly, with proper pronunciation, 
articulation, and emphasis.. Cause the people to hear 
you. Avoid a monotone, which will put them to sleep, 
or allow them to think about something else while the 
Word is being read. In short, read it in such a way 
that they cannot think of anything else. Command 
their attention. 


III. Do not be afraid of repetition. It is a good 
thing sometimes to read a verse over once or twice, 
or even three times, emphasizing some one word. A 
few appropriate words, or a brief sentence of explana- 
tion, often add to the interest. Call attention to what 
is not written, as well as to what is written. But 
avoid lengthy remarks. “Hold their minds upon the 
Word itself. 

IV. Sometimes it is well to explain briefly in ad- 
vance the purport of the passage of Scripture that is 
about to be read. This will help the hearers to fol- 
low more readily in the reading of details. 
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V. Encourage the hearers to open their Bibles to 
the passage that you are about to read, and to follow 
in the reading. Give them time to find it. Help them 
to find it, if necessary, by indicating where it will be 
found. Wait until all who manifest an interest find 
the place. In the meantime make a few remarks as 
to the importance of the selection and arouse their 
interest in it. If a goodly numbez are following with 
their open Bibles, have them read a verse occasionally 
in concert. Avoid sameness. Keep the people watch- 
ful, listening, interested. 


VI. As the Bible portion is thus read, a few words 
of explanation occasionally will add to its understand- 
ing and hold the attention of the hearers. Even the 
simplest statement often permits a word of wise com- 
ment. Take for example the first chapter of Acts: 

“The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, 
of all that Jesus began both to do and teach.” This 
statement identifies the author of Acts as the same 
one who wrote the Gospel of Luke, for it was ad- 
dressed to the same man, “most excellent Theophilus.” 
The Gospel of Luke tells of all that Jesus began to do 
and teach from his birth to his death and resurrection. 
This book of Acts continues the story of his work 
by the ‘Holy Spirit after his ascension. Notice it 
carefully ; and then read again the first verse and con- 
tinue to the second and third. The simple remark that 
there are “many infallible proofs” or evidences that 
cannot be successfully controverted, that the body of 
Jesus was actually raised from the grave, and that 
he was seen alive several times by many witnesses, 
during the forty days between his resurrection and 
ascension, in that same body which hung on the cross, 
will call their attention to just what is written in the 
third verse. Then read the next verse, with the re- 
mark: “It is a good thing to wait sometimes. We 
are too much inclined to be in a hurry these days. No 
time is lost in waiting for the promise of the 
Father.” 

The minister of the Gospel needs to realize the im- 
portance of reading the Word of God in such a way 
that the Holy Spirit will use it to convict and convert 
the hearers. Too often the reading of the Bible is 
done in a perfunctory way as part of some religious 
program. If so, the people get the idea that the ser- 
mon is the most important part of the service and they 
give little heed to anything else that is said or done. 
This ought not so to be. God has magnified his Word 
above his name. Let the minister of Christ magnify 
it, and not only preach it and teach it, but read it dis- 
9 and give the sense ef it as the living Word of 


A helpful booklet of thirty-two pages entitled: “The 
Public Reading of the Word of God,” by the late 
Arthur T. Pierson, D.D., may be secured for ten cents 
by sending to the Bible Institute_Colportage Associa- 
tion, 843-845 North Wells Street, Chicago. 
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How it is being answered through the Million 
Testaments Campaign for Latin America 








A Macedonian Call from Mexico 


By George T. B. Davis 














© a continent-wide distribution of the Word of 

God. Just as*two years ago was the “set time” 
for the nation-wide Bible movement: in China, so today 
is surely God’s providential moment for spreading his 
own Word throughout Latin America. 

Mexico is peculiarly open just now for a national 
dissemination of the Word. Mr. L. L. Legters of the 
Pioneer Mission Agency, who has just returned from 
Mexico, sounds a clarion call for an immediate ad- 
vance. He says: 

“That the doors for the ordinary ways of evangel- 
ization in Mexico are closed to missionaries is a fact. 
They are closed to all ordained foreigners, Protestant 
and Catholic alike. The doors are wide open to any 
ordained native. who will comply with the law and 
register.. All native Protestants have done that. That 
Catholics have refused. Hence there are no regular 
services in the Catholic churches. 

“The result is a growing hunger. In Mexico the 
priest has been believed to be the mediator between 
God and man, Today devout Catholics are praying, 
beating their breasts, —‘Oh, God! must our children 
be damned because the Government has taken away 
our only means of approach? Must they be lost be- 
cause we have no mediator between Thee and us here 
upon earth?’ 

“There is also a new awakening among and for 
the Indians. For the first. time in its history, Mexico 
is feeling her responsibility for the more than two 
million Indians who speak no Spanish. A large indus- 
trial school has been started, where young Indian men 
from each tribe are gathered and trained. Rural 
schools have been begun among the Indians.. An un- 
heard of thing has happened. The children not only 


Te: as never before, Latin America is open 
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come willingly, but at night the fathers come, with the 
child’s book and a candle, to study and to learn to 
read. The mind is awaking. True, nothing of re- 
ligion of any form may be taught; the Government 
aim is purely social, and for material uplift and better- 
ment, and the crushing out of Romanism. 

“In many Indian centers one can easily find social- 
istic teachers, teaching every shade of thought, from 
labor agitation to Russian Sovietism. Because of the 
new liberalism it is possible to propagate the Gospel 
as never before. Today Mexico is open for a great 
broadcasting of the Word of God, without the usual 
hindrances. . 

“A group of missionaries have been praying and 
seeking the will of God for the distribution of Testa- 
ments in Mexico. In the United States some people 
have been praying toward the same end,—that the 
Word of God may be gotten into the hands of the 
people of Mexico today. 

“While I was in Mexico early in November, in 
conjunction with some of the missionaries, the follow- 
ing plan was adopted and is being carried out: 

“That Mr. A. B. DeRoos, of the Latin American 
Prayer Fellowship, and others, begin in one State; 
find volunteer natives for the distribution work. That 
these volunteers receive definite training, that they 
may know how to show and explain the way of sal- 
vation fro.n the Book itself.. When trained, they to 
go out, two by two, into the market places and homes. 
Men would be specially trained also for the work in 
the Army, Navy, Post Office, Police Force, and 
among all Government employees, and in prisons. 

“Will you take part in this special program as a 
prayer partner? 

“Pray —that God may raise up in Mexico men 
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prepared by his Spirit for the personal work; that he 
may put upon nativés a burden of prayer for the sal- 
vation of their own people; that God may peculiarly 
protect the Testaments, that none. may fall into the 
hands of fanatical people who would burn the Books; 
that God will lay it upon the heart of those whom 
he plans should give, that they may do it quickly.” 


Regarding the power of God’s Word, Mr. Legters © 


says: “We can trust him that his Word shall not} 
return unto him void, ‘So shall my word be that goeth: 
forth out of my mouth:-it shall not return unto me 
void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and 
it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it’ (Isa. 
55:11); because it is the sword of the Spirit (Eph. 
6:17); because he watches over his Word to perform 
it (Jer. 1:12); because no Word of God is devoid 
of power (Luke 1:37, R. V.).” , 

From material supplied by Mr. Legters, Miss A. M|! 
Vandever of the, Pioneer Mission Agency gives the 
following graphic picture of the power .of God’s 
Word: 

“Eight or nine years ago, an Indian, while traveling 
in Guatemala, heard the marvelous message of salva- 
tion. He went to the missionary and bought a Book 
that told the story. He carried it home with him. 
He himself could not read it; he was an old Mam 
Indian. : 

“He had a young nephew who had learned to. read 
a little Spanish. He took the lad to his home and 
had him read the Gospel. It was an amazing thing 
to him and, in astonishment, he led the lad with the 
Book to a neighbor, that-the neighbor might hear the 
wonderful story. Thus, day after day, he would go 
from home to home, having the young lad read the 
story of the Saviour and sharing with the other In- 
dians the marvelous Gospel truths. 

“When the old man died, the young boy, having 
grown to manhood, continued the work, the Indians 
paying him the money he would naturally earn in 
other work that he might read the Bible to them and 
preach to them. Today more than half the village 
are Christians. 

“A church has been organized and they have erected 
their own building. Three times they have torn out 
the end to lengthen it. I am told that the home con- 
gregation has about 375 members, while there are 
25 organized groups of believers with this church as 
a center.” 

Oh, the marvelous transforming and transfiguring 
power of the Word of God! Mexico is wide open 
today for a nation-wide distribution of New Testa- 
ments. Practically all the. Latin. American_republics 
are also open as never before for the wise and prayer- 
ful spreading of the Scriptures. The Million Testa- 
ments Campaign for Latin America wishes to place 
a million pocket Testaments in the hands and homes 
of the people of these lands as quickly as possible 
—and-to have the Word of God watered by a great 
volume of believing prayer. ae 

Surely the readers of The Sunday School Times 
will wish to have an active share in this task of sowing 
the seed of the Word in Latin America. Twenty-five 
cents will pay for the production and distribution of a. 
well bound New Testament. Hence $2.50 will send 10 
Testaments; $5 will send 20 copies; $25 will send 
100 of the life-giving Books; and $250 will provide 
1,000 precious copies of the Word that will “not re- 
turn void.” 

Here is a God-given opportunity to show our? good 
will toward our Latin American neighbors in a very 
practical manner, by sending them the “Goodwill 
Edition” of the pocket Testaments. Is it not God’s 
call to: Sunday-schools, Bible classes, ‘missionary and 
young people’s societies, and individuals, to send the 
life-giving Word to our next door neighbors? 

The: members of your class -or Sunday-school or 
church would doubtless welcome the idea of following 
President-elect Hoover’s good will tour by placing 
one or more of the “Goodwill” Testaments in hands 
ed hearts in Mexico and other Latin American 

ands. 
Wouldn’t it be a good idea to read Mr. Legters” 
stirring words to your class or Sunday-school' or so- 
ciety or church, and ask them to pray about the’ mat-' 
ter during the week, and to bring their good ‘will gifts, 
the following Sunday? I feel sure you will be de-' 
lighted and surprised at the enthusiasm aroused, and 
the splendid response you will receive. : 

A still more effective method will be’ to send to 
The Million Testaments Campaign, 1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, for a supply of Prayer Cards — with a 
map of Latin America on the back of each one — and 
give out the Prayer Cards when you read or relate the 
facts given in this article. The Prayer Cards will be 
sent free of cost for all tke members of your organiza-' 
tion. Then their gracious gift of the Word would be 
watered by prayer, and would be yet more fruitful 
and effective in changing hearts and lives in Latin 
America. 

Gifts for sending the “Goodwill” Testaments may 
be sent to The Million. Testaments Campaign, 1505' 
Race Street, Philadelphia. Checks may be made pay- 
able to Peter Stam, Jr., Treasurer, or to the Million 
Testamen.s Campaign. ‘ 
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Lesson for February 3 





A Farm Mother’s Letters 
to College Students _. 








8 “Songs the Whole: World Sings” 


Skylight Farm. 
Dear COoLLecE Boy: 

Milton is said to have sighed that he had been “born 
an age too late,” a poet in the midst of an age of 
learned philosophical and theological controversy. 
Whenever I begin twirling the dial of my radio in 
search of something worth hearing, or when I am so 
unfortunate as to dine where I must submit to the 
ministrations of the average tea room ensemble — what 
is it they are called, “little sympathy orchestras”? — 
I feel like echoing Milton’s lament. I hope, dear 
college boy, you won't feel that we are poles apart 
when I say that jazz invariably makes me unhappy. 

Last year that Boy o’Mine was in Denver with the 
football team on Thanksgiving Day, so we imported 
his roommate and another boy from D— to fill the 
empty space at the table. They swooped down on the 
radio with the cry, “Ha, this looks like home!” After 
amt hour or so of the tom-toms I mildly suggested 
hunting for something really harmonious. The stranger 
boy looked at me reproachfully. “Why, don’t you like 
that? Just listen to that harmony!” [ listened with 
ali my ears, but I couldn’t detect any. 

A few weeks ago Boy o’Mine breezed in one Satur- 
day evening with two of his very best friends. One 
of them is a boy of-the conservative Christian type 
that is all too rare today, the sort who can enjoy a 
thoroughly good time without the aid of either theater 
or dance hall. When in the course of the evening I 
murmured at the sounds that were issuing from the 
radio, he looked surprised. “Why, that’s fine!” Boy 
o’Mine chuckled at my dismay. “Archie likes ‘em 
hot,” he said. I made no reply, but I felt suddenly 
very much out of harmony with what many writers 
call the present generation, a term that I resent, to- 
gether with the implication that mine is past. 

I recognize that the only way for an older person 
to understand the tastes and impulses of young people 
is to hark back to his own youth. One who has for- 
gotten what it feels like to be young is incompetent 
to sit in judgment upon young people, or even to advise 
them. When I was your age ragtime was in its prime. 


“Oh, Rufus had a head like a big sledge hammer 
And a mouth like a terrible sca-ar —” 


I can honestly say that I never cared for it. My 
parents were careful to afford us every possible op- 
portunity to hear and appreciate good music. I don’t 
mean by that that I was a hopeless highbrow. Very lit- 
tle of the musical froth of the day found its way to our 
piano, but,a boy with a nice tenor voice used to si 
“In the Shadow of the Pines,” “Sweet Rosy O’Grady,” 
and the like when we went buggy riding on the river 
road. I didn’t pretend to sing, but I’m sure I made a 
good listener. I hear wise criticisms today of the 
maudlin sentimentalism of the songs of the late nine- 
ties. I suppose they are just. Some of them were so 
melodramatic as to be funny where they were meant 
to be tragic, as for instance “The Fatal Wedding.” But 
cheap and inartistic as they were, those songs had at 
least a melody, and I’ll stop clattering my pans in 
the kitchen any day to listen to a well-rendered med- 
ley of them, partly, perhaps, for the fleeting vision 
they bring of an old rocky road bathed in moonlight, 
a river on One side and a limestone bluff on the other, 
and over all a star-sprinkled haze of youth and ro- 
mance — just such a drifting cloud shape as sometimes 
floats across one’s memory with the breath from an old- 
fashioned flower garden. I wonder whether twenty-five 
years from now you can possibly be stirred to pleasant 
retrospect by a repetition of “Hot Lips,” or “When My 
Sugar Walks Down the Street.” 

Within-the quarter century or more that I’ve been 
observing these things there has come a change in 
our songs of worship (so-called, at least) that to me 
is far from reassuring. It was all of twenty-five years 
ago that a University of Chicago professor stirred up 
a buzz of protest and controversy by saying that our 
modern Sunday-schoolt music was mostly doggerel set 
to cheap tunes. I feel like treading lightly here be- 
cause I know that many people whose. tastes are at 
variance with mine have been moved to repentance by 
songs that jar upon my sense of the reverent. If I 
believed that jazz had the power to start any prodigal 
for the Father’s house I’d immediately cease my pro- 
test. But so far it has seemed to me to be luring prodi- 
gals deeper and deeper into the far country. 

Did=you ever see a copy of the old Gospel Hymns, 
I, 2,3, and 4? It is interesting to compare them to 
the average so-called revival hymns of today. I’m 
not saying there was no chaff among their wheat, but 
I’m sure that a critical test would reveal a much bet- 
ter. proportion of good, plump kernels than the most 
careful grading of many a popular collection today 
could* turn out. I wish you might have heard my 
father singing them in the twilight as he used to do 
when. I sat down to play them from memory. 


invisible. But listen a moment. 
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Ten or fifteen years ago hopeful people were say- 
ing, “There is bound to be a reaction. The public 
will ‘sicken of cheap trash and turn to the worth while 
music.” I’ve been watching. I should like to think 
the reaction is on the way. I know that all young 
people can be taught to enjoy good music and many 
true artists are doing their best to educate the taste 
of the school children. But the Devil and his full 
orchestra are doing their utmost to drown out the har- 
mony with their sensual, heathenish uproar. 

But you may well ask what’s the final drift of all 
that I’ve been saying. Is jazz then essentially sin- 
ful? I know that the spirit that prompts you to join 
its mad rhythm and go humming and strumming it 
with the crowd is as innocent as that impulse that sends 
you down on the gridiron after a hard won victory to 
join in the snake dance. And I’m not so old and rusty 
but that I feel like getting into that myself if I could 
by some magic incantation suddenly render myself 
A wise old German 
musician told me back in the days when the syncopated 
lawlessness of ragtime first caught the popular ear, 
“It’s appeal is wholly to the senses and to the baser 
instincts, and as sure as fate it will dull the finer sen- 
sibilities and lead to sensuality.” I have thought many 
times of his words. They seem to have been prophetic. 
I believe that the modern.jazz orchestra with its 
jangling, voluptuous, pagan discords is the true be- 
gotten child of that ill-favored parent. 

Remember that Paul said of your bodies, “Ye are 
a temple of ... If any man destroyeth the temple 
of God, him shall God destroy” (1 Cor. 3:16, 17). 
Be warned that the retribution of destruction is al- 
ready under way when you find yourself growing 
bored or restless in the presence of true beauty or 
harmony, when you crave the exciting, nerve racking 
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crash of the Devil’s favorite instruments. Or try 
another test. You know that the Lord Jestis in his 
earthly life was never a spoilsport. People of every 
class sought his presence at their feasts. A certain 
rich young man came running to him. Children 
swarmed upon his knees. Suppose he were present 
at your gatherings. Would you have the impulse to 
sing your favorite “Blues”? 

There’s nothing that lifts the heart out of its sordid 
earth weariness, nothing that makes tired feet feel like 
tramping bravely on to the very gates of glory like 
your fresh young voices in full chorus singing some 
of the world’s real music. It fieed not be strictly 
sacred music either, so that it is the expression of 
truth. You should hear the Varsity Four who sang 
their way to D— from California in quest of a Chris- 
tian University. We lingered one night around the 
supper table while they sang the lovely, appealing 
melodies of Stephen C. Foster, those songs that have 
held so tender a place in the hearts of men of every 
rank for seventy years because they sprang from a 
genuine love for humble folk and a sympathetic un- 
derstanding of their deepest emotions. I suppose that 
Irving Berlin’s royalties on a single song hit amount 
to more than Foster’s whole output ever brought him; 
but the hearts of men will still be paying their meed 
of loving appreciation for “Old Folks at Home” when 
the Broadway hits of today are quite forgotten. Very 
naturally the Varsity Four drifted from those planta- 
tion melodies to the Negro spirituals and thence to 
our own best songs of Zion. And our hearts were 
rested and = agg sagen to go forth and do battle for 
the Lord. Oh, the marvelous power of fresh youthful 
voices consecrated to the Master’s uses! 


Your friend, 
A Farm MoruHer, 
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What Gideon Bibles Have Done 


Testimonies from travelers who have found salyation, strength, and comfort through 
the Scriptures placed in hotel rooms 
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Thirty years ago three traveling men met in a middle-western town and formed ‘‘The Gideons, the Christian Com- 
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mercial Travelers Association. 
rooms of America. 


A recent report showed that they had placed 850,000 Bibles in the hotel bed- 
The following letters tell of only a part of the great blessings that have come to thousands 


through this ministry. One dollar places a Bible in a hotel room. . Those who would like to have a share in this 
work may send gifts to The Gideons, 140 South Dearborn Street, Chicago. 


hearted man and intended to turn on the gas, 

but I found something better for me than the 
gas. I saw a Gideon Bible on the dresser, looked at 
the gas jet again, picked up the Bible and read for 
possibly two hours. It was a hard fight. If the Bible 
had not been there I would not be here today. Today 
I'am happy. Have passed it on to many people since.” 

Things Changed for His Children.—“You are men 
of great faith and vision, for you work unobtrusively. 
I have thanked God many, many times for the Gideon 
Bibles. They meant life itself once. Your Bibles 
have changed things for my children.” 

Wants to Become a Gideon.—“A traveling man for 
many years, anxious to do what is in my power to 
advance the cause of Christ, I ask what will be neces- 
sary on my part to become a Gideon. Your work has 
helped me, and I say, may God bless it.” 

Wants to Help the Other Fellow.—‘“Please send 
me the particulars about becoming a Gideon. I want 
to help do for the other fellow what the Gideon Hotel 
Bible did for me.” 

Brought to Christ.—“Through reading your Bible 
night after night I was brought to know the love of 
Jesus, and I would like to join your Association. 
Kindly let me have particulars, so that I may help 
you carry on the good work.” 

The Drinker and the Bible.—A hotel proprietor 
tells the following incident. A drunken man came 
to his hotel and remained three days, and when leaving 
took the Gideon Bible home with him. He began to 
study it at home and was led to Christ. He sent a 
friend back to the hotel and said he wanted to pay for 
the Bible. 

The Bible Instead of Magazines.—A traveler enter- 
ing a train saw a Gideon and said, “I know I can sit 
by you.” He said he had not been a Christian until 
one night he failed to bring any magazines to his 
room, and as he always read himself to sleep he wanted 
something to read. He saw the Bible and began to 
read from the references and continued until after 
2 A.M. That reading of the Bible brought him to 
Christ, and he wanted the Gideon to know what plac- 
ing the Bible in the hotels had done for him. 


A Jew’s Testimony.—On the flyleaf of a Gideon 
Hofel Bible: 

.“T never heard of the Gideons until I picked up this 
Bible. I don’t know what they are, except that I can 
vouch. for their broadminded integrity. I am a thous- 


"Ties Bible Instead of Gas.—“I was a broken- 





and miles from home, friendless and alone, but tonight 
the barroom loses a customer. I am a Jew and this 
book in its entirety is not the doctrine of my faith, but 
we of not so narrow-minded as to be blind to a noble 
work. 


Would-Be Suicide Saved.—A man went into a hotel 
in San Francisco to commit suicide and laid a vial of 
poison on the table while making preparations for the 
final act. He had put the vial upon a Gideon Bible. 
As he opened it his eyes fell upon the reference: “If 
discouraged or in trouble read Psalm 126 and John 
14.” He read, threw the bottle of poison out of the 
window, knelt, and gave his heart to God. He became 
an active Christian and a good citizen. 


A Bible Opened by Accident?—“Six months ago 
I was practically down and out as a traveling man, as 
I was drinking heavily and was also guilty of other 
sins. I had made arrangements to go out for a night 
of revel. I accidentally (?) placed my hat over the 
Gideon Bible on my table and in lifting it to put it 
on to go out, in some way it caught the cover of the 
Bible and it opened to the twentieth chapter of Exodus, 
and so from mere curiosity I began reading at the 
Fifth Coramandment, ‘Honor thy father and thy 
mother,’ I read on for quite a time. It brought back 
to me the prayers that my father and mother taught 
me, and my Christian home. Then and there I gave 
up my contemplated revel and gave my heart to Christ. 
I am living a Christian life today. I believe that God’s 
hand opened the Bible for me at the right spot.” 


Brought Back to the Right Road.—‘‘Want to thank 
your association for the encouragement and divine in- 
spiration I have received reading one of your Bibles. 
Am from the South, away from mother, home, and 
friends. Knew I had been going the wrong path, but 
had no one who seemed to care or take an interest in 
me. I saw your Bible and I just had to read st. I 
felt much better after reading your indexed passages, ° 
and wish to thank your association for the help. May 
it be the means of helping others. This is my ear- 
nest prayer, may God bless your glorious work.” 


A New Friend.—The only child of wealthy Idaho 
parents, a daughter, had trouble because they objected 
to her marrying a certain young man. One morning 
she was gone and a note on her table said, “If I can’t 
marry Jimmy, you will find my body in the Snake 
River.” The river was dragged for several days, when 
a call came to the home from a Washington Hotel, 
“Come and get me, I have found a new friend.” Sh-> 
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was found in her hotel room with a Gideon Bible in 
her hand, and exclaimed, “I have Jesus as my friend: 
he has made it hard for me for the past two days, but 
I have accepted him and am going as a missionary.” 

She was preparing, at last account, for Persia, 


A Son Returns Money.—A Roman Catholic father 
says a Gideon Bible saved his son, who absconded 
with his firm’s money, found the Bible in the hotel 
where he was hiding, was convicted of his sin and 
went home, confessed, and returned the money. No 
Bible in their home before, but “now.are reading it 
every day.” He contributed to the Bible Fund. 


Founding a Home for Girls.—Dr. Dunbar Ogden 
of Atlanta tells the following: “During the campaign 
against vice in Atlanta oné of the prominent landladies 
of the underworld was very defiant, but finally left for 
Birmingham. While in her hotel room she opened the 
Gideon Bible and read ‘Martha served,’ continued read- 
ing, was converted, returned to Atlanta, and gave all 
her savings, $2,000; to start a ‘Martha Home’ for girls, 
of which she became a matron.” 

The Only Comfort He Had.—“I recently lost my 
young wife, and your Bibles have been the only comfort 
I have had. Have bought a.Bible for myself and am 
making a systematic study of the life of Christ. Am 
coming through all right. Here is some money for 
more Bibles.” 

An Infidel Saved.—“On January 1, 1921, this room 
was occupied by me and I became wonderfully blessed 
in reading God’s own Word to a sinful world. I at 











Blessing through reading a whole Epistle 
“every day for thirty days - 














WO hundred people reading five chapters each 

daily, or a total of a thousand Bible chapters every 
day for a month, was the aim of “Bible Mastery 
Month” in a Seattle church. That aim was attained. 
Some 212 were definitely committed to read the First 
Epistle of John through, at least once daily, during 
October, but many more were reading. “Reality” was 
taken as the key word. This was “A campaign for 
spiritual growth; reality in Christian living.” 

It was suggested by Dr. James M. Gray’s booklet, 
“How to Master the English 'Bible” (Bible Institute 
Colportage Association, 843-845 North Wells Street, 
Chicago, 50 cents, 54 cents postpaid). He tells of 
meeting, at a Bible conference, a layman whose spir- 
ituality impressed him. When he was asked the secret, 
the layman replied, “Reading the Epistle to the Ephe- 
sians.” He had read it through at one sitting, and 
read and reread, until, he said, “I was in possession 
of Ephesians, or better yet, it was in possession of 
me. Dr. Gray. speaks also of the discovery Dr. 
Stalker made when he first “read a whole Bible book 
straight through at one sitting.” And Dr. Gray tells 
how it changed his own ministry. 

Three years ago “Bible Mastery Month” was in- 
augurated and 140 people joined in reading Ephesians 
through daily, Last year Philippians was read. The 
plan is based on the conviction that the prime need of 
Christians is to read the Word for themselves and 
read it till they get its message. While a preacher 
may edify, the Word will say to the soul what no 
preacher can say. 

Along with the reading, ‘however, the pastor used 
every service of the month in setting forth the teach- 
ing of the book, section by section. The privilege and 
profit are hard to express. Wonderful it is, to handle 
the “above-man” truths of God’s Word, to see and hear 
profit and blessing, to: hear many testify to being 
helped, and yet to see clearly that one has only “han- 
dled another’s goods.” And what a delight to preach 
to those who have read and ‘reread the passage and 
who. follow in their ‘Bibles! 

Prayer, planning, and preparation are demanded for 
success. day of. prayer preceded. Printed matter 
was freely.used. .The pastor read the Epistle through 
seventy-two times before the month began. This 
“Month” with the book was deliberately made the 
foundation of the year’s work. Instead of rallying 
numbers alone, it was made a spiritual rally. Several 
Sundays preceding were used to show the benefits of 
Bible reading. On the last of these Sundays the back- 
ground of the book was given at one service and the 
life of John at the other. Bible Society Penny Por- 
tions were fine for personal use and were also. dis- 
tributed in the services. 

Will people read? The “Committal,” given below, 
is purposely not ironclad, yet most read faithfully. 
Many ten-year-olds read. The first to report were 
three men eighty-three, eighty-six, and ninety-two 
years old. A twelve-year-old. read 62 times. A lady 


read 50 times and heard her husband (an invalid) read 
106 times. One brother read Ephesians 303 times and 
seven others read from 50 to 126 times. 


Some re- 


RE “Seet eee see Geka Uy ai cptre vs Lae 
Bible Mastery Month 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


that time was an infidel, but tonight I am a saved 
man. God bless his holy name.” 


Found on a Flyleaf.—‘‘Alone with God and my con- 
science, the one to condemn, the other to pity and for- 
give, I do here, now, voluntarily and honestly repent 
of my sins and pledge before high Heaven that by 
the help of my heavenly Father, I will live henceforth 
a clean and righteous life. 

“Signed in tears of contrition, A Traveling Man.” 


Gideon Bible and Science.—“I got into New 
Thought, then Psychology, giving me an excuse to do 
certain things, hiding behind science. Then the clintax 
came. I found a Gideon Bible and read the whole 
New Testament. Am going to join the Christian 
Church and be baptized Sunday evening.” 


Led Out Into Missionary Service.—On the fiyleaf 
of a Gideon Bible at Birmingham, Ala., was found 
this testimony of a young girl: 

“God biess the man who put this book here. I am a 
young lady, twenty-one years old, fatherltess and mother- 
less, and tonight this Book saved me one wrong step. 
May the next reader find the comfort I did 

The Secretary of the California Gideons, after 
speaking to an audience of women at the Bible In- 
stitute, Los Angeles, a few years. later was told by a 
young woman present that she was the writer of the 
above letter, that she had been to China as a mission- 
ary, had married there, and she and her husband had 
been home on a furlough, and at that time were re- 
turning to China to continue their service. 


By C.J. Boppell 

















ported after the month was over “We are still reading.” 
Said one man, “I learned to read my Bible.” “I learned 
to read my Bible as a whole,” said another. Two 
voluntarily committed the larger part of First John 
to memory. 


This year, the “Month” was given a missionary out- 


reach, One man at a distance began to read through - 


seeing the newspaper announcement. One read on an 
Idaho wheat ranch, another in the cook “shanty of a 
lumber camp. There were readers in Florida_and 
Honolulu, in California and Alaska, in Virginia, Penn- 
sylvania, Alberta, British Columbia, West Virginia, 
and other States. At two distant places readers 
formed their own Bible classes. At the end of the 





My ComMITTAL 


Looking to the Lord Jesus Christ for 
Strength, (1) I will endeavor to read the First 
Epistle of John through at least once daily 
during October, and will report at the end of 
the month. (2) I will pray and seek that its 
Reality may be applied to my own heart and life. 
(3) I will spend thirty minutes daily during 
October in personal devotion (Bible and prayer) 
praying for awakening, personal, in this church, 
and the church general. 


ee  ) 


Your committal. may be for one or more items 
above. Check items, sign two-copies, keep one;! 
turn one in. 


_ _ At the End of the Month pléase report on 
these three items: 


tet og First John through every day in Octo- 
r. 


2. I read First John through a total of ...... 
times. 


3. I gained spiritual benefits from.the reading 
as follows: 











month, a 1,600 word exposition of outstanding truths 
was sent to distant readers. It is a delight to read 
of blessings received. Said a high school girl, “Every 
one and everything seems so much closer to me. I 
certainly am glad and happy that I read First John.” 
A university man: “It has been the means of a pro- 
nounced spiritual growth in myself.” Another wrote, 
“A deepened assurance of Christ in me and_..that 
through him I am an overtomer.. Gratitude for the 
blessed fellowship: with God and his saints.” 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
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Studying the Bible in Palestine 


AVELERS in the past few years have proved 

that more and more-Bible students, teachers, min- 

isters, and Christian workers are desiring the oppor- 

tunity to study in the Holy Land. The cost has unfor¢ 

tunately been too high to enable one of average means 
to have this educational advantage. 

The Travel Institute of Bible Research realizes 
the great need for authentic, able leadership in the 
field of Bible study as related to the historical, geo- 
graphical, and archeological background of the Scrip- 
tures, and has now made it possible to study in the 
Land at a comparatively low cost. 

Members of its parties spend from twenty to twenty- 
eight days in Syria, Palestine, and Egypt under the 
able leadership of men (not native guides) chosen 
from leading schools for their scholastic attainments. 
These men give a short post graduate course in the 
Land background of the Bible. The parables, illustra- 
tions, and Bible history take on new meaning for those 
who have studied the Scriptures in the Land from 
which they came. 

Information about the tours that. are continually 
being arranged may be gotten by writing to the Travel 
Institute of Bible Research, care of The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia. 

ve 


Bible Schools That Are True to the Faith 


Bre, the convenience of Sunday School Times readers, 
a list of interdenominational Bible schools (not 
theological seminaries) standing for the whole Word 
of God is given below. This list does not claim to 
be complete. Denominational schools are not included ; 
information concerning these can be obtained from the 
various denominational headquarters. 


American Bible Training Schaol, 139 St. Felix Street, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
—" Institute, 1480 North Snelling Avenue, St. Paul, 

inn. 
Pp Beach Bible Institute, Beulah Beach, Vermilion, 

io. 

Bible Institute of Pennsylvania, 1418 North ‘Sixteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. {i- 

Bible Students League, Claremont, Cal. 

Bible Training School of- Fort Wayne, Fort. Wayne, Ind. 

Boston Bible Trairiing School, enilworth Street, Rox- 
bury, Mass. 

Boydton Institute, Boydton, Va. 

Brookes Bible Institute of St. Louis, 2651 Park Avenue, 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Canadian Bible Institute, 83 Christie St.; Toronto, Can. 

Chicago Seeaeyees Institute, 1754 Washington Boule- 
vard, icago, I 

Cincinnati Bible Seminary, 2588 Ring Place, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

Sa School, Hampton Ave. & Pickens St. «» Col- 
umb 
Cleveland Bible Institute, 3201-3231 Cedar Avenue, Cleve- 


’ land, Ohio. 


Denver Bible Institute, 2047 Glenarm Place, Denver, Col. 

Detroit Bible Institute, Second Boulevard and Grand 
River. Avenue, Detroit, Mich. 

Dudley Bible Institute, Dudley, Mass. e 

Faith Home and School, Mitchell, S. D. 

Hastings Bible Training School, Hastings, Neb. 

Hephzibah House Bible School, 5: West Sevadty- -fifth 
Street, New York City. 

Hesston Academy and Bible School, Hesston, Kan. 

Houston Bible Institute, Houston, Texas. 

Indianapolis Bible Institute, Inc., 413 Lemcke Bldg., 
Indianapolis, Ind. : , ; 

Missionary Training Institute, Nyack, N. Y. 

Moody Bible Institute, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ii}. 

National Bible Institute, 330 West Fifty-fifth Street, New 
York City. 

New England Bible Training School, 423 Prospees Street, 
Torrington, Conn. 

North Pacific Evangelistic Institute, 118 Borthwick 
Street, Portland, Ore. 

Northwestern Bible and Missionary Training School, 6 
South Eleventh Street, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Omaha Bible Institute, 105 South . Thirty- third Street, 
Oniaha, Neb. 

Pasadena Bible Training School, 1800 North Hill Avenue, 
Pasadena, Cal. 

Paterson Bible School, 9 Lee Place, Paterson, N. J. 

Peninsular Bible Institute, Greensboro, Md. 

Philadelphia School of the Bible, 1723 Spring .Garden 
Street; Philadelphia, Pa. 

Practical Bible Training School, Bible Scheol Park, near 
Binghampton, N. Y. 

Prairie Bible Institute, Three Hills, Alberta, Can. ; 

San Antonio Bible Institute, 1720 South Presa Street, San 
Antonio, Texas. 

Seminary and Collegiate Bible Institute of Washington, 
1316 Vermont Avenue, N. W., Washington, D.C. . 

Siloam School of the Bible, Siloam Springs, Ark. 

Simpson Bible Institute, 101 West Fifty-eighth Street, 
Seattle, Wash. 

St. Paul Bible Training School, 1635 Sherburne Avenue, 


- St. Paul, Minn. 


Toccoa Falls Institute, Toccoa, Ga. 

Toronto Bible College, 110 College St., Toronto, Ont., Can. 
PR ae School for Christian Workers, Huntington Park, 

al. 

Union Bible Seminary, Westfield, Ind: 

Vancouver Bible Training ‘School, 1601 West Tenth Avenue, 
Vancouver, B. C., Can. 

Whiteside Memorial Bible School, 2711-13 Bedford Ave., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Winnipeg Bible Training School, 203 Canora Street, «Winni- 
peg, Manitoba, Can. 

Young Wemen’s Bible Training Movement, 28: State 
Street, Albany, N. Y. 
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Foreword 








LESSON 5. FEBRUARY 3. THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 


International Uniform Lesson.—Deuteronomy 6: 4-9; Joshua 1:8,9; 2 Kings 22: 8-20; Nehemiah 8: 1-8; 
Psalm 19: 7-14; Luke 24: 25-32; Acts 17: 10-12; 2 Timothy 3: 14-17 
Golden Text.—Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.—Psa. 119: 18 

















The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Thou art the bread of life, 
Oh, Lord, to me, 
Thy holy Word the truth 
That saveth me. 
Give me to eat and live 
With Thee above; 
Teach me to love Thy truth, 
For Thou art love! 
: —Mary A. Lathbury. 
N OUR last lesson we saw that the Holy Spirit 
| reveals Christ. But the Spirit works through the 
Scriptures. The revelation is enshrined in a Book. 
And naturally the study of the Book follows upon 
the study of the Spirit who gave the Book. 
Verse by Verse 


Psalm 19:7-9.—Note the six words used in these 
verses to describe the Word of God. (1) The law. 
The expression of the mind of the Lord. (2) The 
testimony. Witnessing to God’s character and will. 
(3) Precepts. Definite prescribed rules showing the 
way of approach to God. (4) Commandments. Hav- 
ing the authority of a legislator behind them. (5) The 


' fear. Fear in the Old Testament corresponds to faith 


in the New Testament. It does not mean terror, but 


- rather filial- reverence. It is used with reference to 


parents (Lev. 19:3). The Book is thus described as 
teaching that kind of fear. (6) Judgments (A. V.). 
Means that the Bible carries its own sanctions of re- 
ward and penalty. 


Verse 12—Who can discern his errors? The He- 
brew word has the same literal meaning as the: Latin 
word errors, wanderers. It speaks of every. departure 
from the will of God. Hidden faults emphasizes these 
lapses as unconscious. For such unconscious sins spe- 
cial provision was made in God’s law. Compare. Leviti- 
cus 5:2: “If it be hidden from him;-he also shall- 
be unclean and guilty.” There is nothing arbitrary 
about this. It is the normal experience of life. For 
years people infringed the laws of sanitation. The 
result was .scourges of - plague,. black .death, leprosy, 
and the -like..- They did not sin willfully. -But: the 
consequences remained the same. It is possible for 
Christians not to know God’s will ‘about some things. 
They may innocently be ignorant. But that does not 
alter the fact that they are transgressing the law. 
John Newton for some years after his conversion was 
captain of a slave ship. Many Christians today have 
yet Sw conscience with regard to the matter of strong 


Verse 13.—Presumptuous sins, on the other hand, 
are sins in which self-will is definitely involved. In 
Israel these were All breaches of the Decalogue. For 
those no. sacrifice was provided. “he penalty for the 
offending. Israelite was that he should be cut off from 
the congregation or- in some cases actually be put to 
death. The same distinction holds good today. If a 
Christian sins unconsciously he suffers. If he sins 
willfully he is punished. Such ponishoent may take 
all forms, up to the extreme of death itself. Com- 
pare.1 Corinthians 11:29, 30. Ananias (Acts 5) was 
also probably a case in point. We are not told that 
he «was not a Christian. The whole narrative seems 
to-imply the contrary. 

Verse 14—The words of my mouth... This is a 
similar reminder that such presumptuous sins are very 
often sins of the thought and of the word as well as 
of the deed. For dehiverance from all these forms of 
sin the great safeguard for the child of God is an 
intelligent working knowledge of God’s Word. 


2 Timothy 3:14—Of whom thou hast learned. 
This was Timothy’s mother, Eunice (2 Tim. 1:5). 


Verse 15.—Sacred writings. This is a harmful 


' translation because it tends to obscure the unique posi- 


tion and value of the Bible for ourselves. It is a 


translation that indeed is’ gg accurate. ~ It 


translates the mere words of Paul’s Greek? But it is 
inaccurate on a wider view because, as a matter of 
fact, the term ‘Holy Scriptures was already a technical 
term among the Jews. Schiirer in his work, “The 
Jewish ‘People in the Time of Jésus Christ,” says, 
They are all Holy Scriptures. ith respect to them 
all it is determined that contact with them defiles the 
hands«so that they may not be touched unconsiderately 
but. with reverent awe.” * It is’ important that our 
pupils should know the facts concerning all this, 
Verse 16.—Every scripture inspired of God is also 
profitable. There is considerable doubt about the con- 
struction of this clause. It may mean’ that every 
Scripture is inspired and profitable: This is according 
to: the Authorized Version. Or it may mean that 








“16 * Every 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 11g : 105-112. 
Primary Topic: Our Bible. 
Lesson Material: Nehemiah 8; 1-8; Acts 17: ro-12; 2 Tim- 
othy 3: 14-17. 
Memory Verse; Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold 
wondrous things out of thy law.—Psa. x19 : 18. 
Junior Topic: Our . 
Lesson Material: Deuteronomy 6 : 4°95 oshua 1:8, 9; 2 
Kings 22 ; 8-20; Nehemiah 8: 1-8; Psalm 19: 7-14; Acts 
17 : 10-t2; ‘2 Timothy 3: 14-17. 
Memory Verse: Psalm 119: 18. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Why Read the Bible? 
Topic for Young People and Adults: What the Bible is For. 











‘The portion of the text indicated by the International 


Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
‘sa. 19: 7-14; 2 Tim. 3 : 14-17 
7 The law of Jehovah is perfect, restoring the soul: 
The testimony of Jehovah is sure, making wise the 
simple. 
8 The precepts ef Jehovah are right, rejoicing the heart: 
The commandment of Jehovah is pure, enlightening 
the eyes. 
9 The fear of Jehovah is clean, enduring for ever: 
The — of Jehovah are true, and righteous alto- 
gether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much 
fine gold; 
Sweeter also than honey and the droppings of the 
honeycomb. 
11 Moreover by them is thy servant warned: 
In keeping them -there is great reward. 
12 Who can discern his errors? Clear thou me from hid- 
den faults. 
13 Keep back thy servant also 1 from presumptuous sins; 
Let them not have dominion over me: 


14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 


Be acceptable in thy sight, 
© Jehovah; my rock, and my redeemer. 

2 Tim. 3:14 But abide thou in the things which thou 
hast learned. and hast been assured of, knowing of * whom 
thou hast learned them; 15 and that from a babe thou hast 
known the sacred writings which are able to make thee 
wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

inspired of God is also profitable for 
teaching, for .reproof, for correction, for * instruction which 
is in righteousness: 17 that the man of God may be com- 
plete, furnished. completely umto every good work. - 
20Or, from the proud. °%Gr., what persons. *Or, 
every scripture is inspired of God, and profitable. ‘Or, 

‘discipline. 

Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








every Scripture inspired of God is also profitable (R. 
V.). The latter seems much harsher, but is not un- 
grammatical. Either way the verse states Paul’s tes- 
timony to the value of Scripture. It is a quite 
illegitimate use of the Revised Version translation to 
make out that the passage does not necessarily teach 
the inspiration of the whole Bible. The Authorized 





The Blessed Scriptures 
By Amos R. Wells 


6 te Bible is a perfect guide, restoring souls 
astray. The Bible is a lantern clear, illumining 
the way. The Bible is a teacher true that makes 
the simple wise. The Bible is a lotion fair, en- 
lightening the eyes. How right the precepts of the 
Lord, and how they cheer the heart! More precious 
they than gold refined and worked-with costly art; 
yea, sweeter than the honey and the full comb run- 
ning o’er, and white, and clean, and goodly strong, 
enduring evermore! The Word of God shall warn 
me, preserving me from sin. The Word of God 
shall show me the foulnesses within. The Word of 
God shall keep me from bold, presumptuous pride. 
The Word of God shall save me through Christ the 
crucified. If I forget the Bible and lose the golden 
page, if I destroy the Bible and mock my heritage, 
then this my rock shall fall on me, and this my hope 
shall lie all open to the searing sun and to the barren 
sky. Ill bind the Bible on my brow and tie it to 
my hand, I'll join it to my doorpost and seal it to 
my land; I°ll read it in the morning, I'll read it in 
the night, and read it with my comrades, our neigh- 
borly delight. And as I brood upon it throughout 
the shining day, my soul shall be courageous and 
prosperous my way; and all the sacred writings, in- 
spired of God, shall be my wisdom and salvation, 
through faith, G Christ, in thee! 











Version gives a stronger sentence and one that, on 
the whole, I am inclined to think expresses what was 
in Paul’s mind. But if we retain the Revised Version 
we do not thereby really weaken the sense. In this 
case we have Paul showing to Timothy the immense 
value of the early instruction he had received in 
Scripture by a reference to its profitableness for the 
spiritual life. 

Note the parallelism of the fourfold use of Scrip- 
ture. Teaching, reproof, correction, and instruction. 
We may arrange the four terms thus: Teaching, posi- 
tive; reproof, negative; correction, negative; instruc- 
tion, positive. The last word “instruction,” is better 
rendered discipline. The word translated “correction” 
means setting right that which is wrong. 


Verse 17.—Complete means fitted. Furnished com- 
pletely means fitted out. It is through the Word of 
God that the man of God is equipped for doing good. 
A Lesson Outline 3g 

THE Worp or Gop 
1. Its uniqueness — inspired by God. 
2. Its usefulness 
eR It reveals God’s will 
2) It reveals the consequences of failing to know 
and obey that will 
(3) It reveals the remedy 
(4) Its study forms character 


Golden Topics 


1. Man of God.—The genitive case denotes the fol- 
lowing : 

(1) Origin. Compare the phrase, “ship of 
Adramyttium” (Acts 27:2). The man of God has 
his origin in God. It needs God to explain him. 

(2) Separation from. In the former example, 
“a ship of Adramyttium” is a ship that has come 
from Adramyttium. So the man of God is. not only 
made by God, but has come forth from God. He 
is thus distinct from God. 

(3) Possession. The man of God is God’s man. 
He belongs to God. 

(4) Participation. He-participates in the nature 
of God. A ship of steel is a ship built of steel and 
partaking therefore of the qualities of the steel of 
which it is built. The mah of God is indwelt by 
the Spirit of God, as we saw last week, and the 
Spirit imparts to the man some of the divine char- 
acteristics (cf. 2 Pet. 1:4). 

(5) Object. A ship of war is a ship built for 
war. Her object is war.’ So the man of God has 
God for his great object in life (cf. 1 Pet. 2:9). 


2. Inspiration—Inspiration means inbreathing. In- 
spiration is the theory by which the Scriptures explain 
themselves. The Bible has foretold the future. It has 
revealed a past that no man could know anything about. 
It has revealed the personality and the character of 
God. These three things are beyond the capacity of 
any human writer to achieve. These qualities are 
possessed by no other book in the world. But they are 
possessed by this collection of books which we call 
the Bible. The explanation is that the writers were 
guided in what they wrote and in the very words used 
by God himself. 

3. The Bible—The Bible is a collection of sixty- 
six books, thirty-nine form the Old Testament and 
twenty-seven the New Testament. Of these, Genesis 
covers a period of at least twenty-three hundred years. 
This is as long a period as that which elapsed between 
Moses and Mohammed. But the earlier chapters go 
back far beyond this into a region. of time that we 
have no means at present of accurately estimating. 
From Exodus to Revelation covers a period of seven- 
teen hundred years. So that the whole colfection of 
books took fully four thousand years to write. There- 
fore if the Bible gives as it does one consistent mes- 
sage about God and man, sin and salvation, that also 
is a further. fact that can only be explained by saying 
that the Bible is inspired. 


The Practical Aim 


The primary aim is to bring the pupils to Christ. 
The secondary aim is to show them how the Bible 
reveals Christ. And the consequent importance” of 
getting to know the Bible for themselves. 


Final Word 


Word of the everlasting God, 
Will of His glorious Son, 
Without them how could earth be trod, 
Or Heaven itself be won? 
Yet to unfold thy hidden worth, 
hy mysteries to reveal, 
That Spirit which first gave them forth, 
y volume must unseal. ey 


Tunaripvce Wetts, Enc. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their ireingy stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis,’ Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover. the answers as given in the following issue? 


N WHAT respect is the Word of God unique in relation 
| to itself? 

2. Is this characteristic only occasional or an integral 
part of the Scripture? 

. What basic truth, at the foundation of all true re- 
ligion, is revealed in the Old Testament? 

4. What promise is offered those who take the Scrip- 
tures for their rule of life? 

5. What is necessary to fealize the value of the Bible 
in the life? 

6. What did Jesus himself claim for the Old Testament? 

7. How does the New Testament confirm the authority 
of the Old? 

8. What brief passage of Scripture identifies the Word 
of God with Jesus Christ, and Christ with God? 

9. What passage of Scripture best states the mission 
of the Bible? 

10. Who is the best commentator, or interpreter of Holy 
Scripture? . 

11. What use did the early Christians make of the 
Scriptures ? 

12. Where, within the Bible itself, do we find the fullest 
setting out of what the Bible is and what it can and will 
do for man? 

13. How may we receive the Holy Spirit’s sure guidance 
in reading and understanding and applying God’s Word? 

14. What is the greatest hunting expedition that can 
be engaged in today? Give a Bible answer. 

15. What difference does it make what view we take 
of the Scriptures? 

16. Find other words used to describe the Bible. 


_ Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


"4 7 : e 
~ have faith enough —to catch on, will be found profit- 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Warnings.— Moreover by them is thy servant 
warned (Psa. 19:11). The book of Proverbs, for 
example, That portion of the “Holy Scriptures” sets 
up the red all along the way of a young man’s life. 
These warning lights were set up by one who knew 
the danger of the road (Psa. 119: 105). Almost every 
book catalogue has a list of “Success” books; I have 
some of them on my shelves. They are all good and 
helpful, and once in a while I take one down and read 
a little. They carry much good advice, but most girls 
and boys never take it. Tell a man that one in every 
so many of the population has a new automobile and 
he will believe it, but if the sign reads “Wet Paint” 
he has to touch it. When there was a blow hole. at 
the dam where the ice was so thin that they put up 
a “Danger” sign we boys used to skate all around it 
to see who dared come nearest the hole. I am on the 
train going td Philadelphia to do my Christmas shop- 
ping — not “early,” I am sorry to say. My newspaper 
calls attention to the fact that our enemy “Old Mr. 
Flu” that killed so many some years ago is back \with 
us again this winter; but not so rabid and dangerous 
this time. Then follow certain warnings from “United 
States Health Service.” Things to do—keep feet 
dry, and so on. Things not to do—go into crowds, 
and the like. How many do you think will heed these 
warnings even though the daily job with its daily bread 
and even life itself depend upon being able to dodge 
old Mr. Flu? And so men and women pay small heed 
to the warnings of the Old Book. Heaven’s Health 
Service, as it were, sent out that we may get through 
our lives happily and prosperously. There are those 
who, if you come near them, will sneeze thé flu into 


-your face. Theré are those. who; if you: consort with 


them, will “sneeze” the germs of sin into your soul 
(Prov. 7: 7-10). ; r3 any 


The Smart One.—The sacred writings which are 
able to make thee wise unto salvation through : faith 
(2 Tim. 3:15). Not only do the “sacred writings” 
put “Stop, Look, Listen” signs at all of ‘life’s crossings, 
“Beware the Dog” at the garden gates, “Danger” at 
the air holes, “Don’t Touch” at the live wires, “Keep 
to the Right” on the highways, “This Way Out” at 
the stations, but the sacred writings do not stop at 
merely physical and -material affairs of men. The 
sacred writings havea higher’ and nobler mission. 
They are concerned also with the souls of men. Their 
great objective is to make folks “wise unto salvation.” 
And salvation costs nothing of any sort, ‘either of 
action or pay. It comes through faith and that way 
alone. Nowadays we.do not use the word “wise”. very 
much. We have brought in a snappier word and given 
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it the same meaning, whether well advised or not is 
a question, But since it is in this year 1929 we are 


living and writing for young folks who speak and . 


understand the language of the day, we want to- tell 
you that the Old Book, if you are smart enough to 
read‘it, will make you smart enough to accept the offer 
of salvation through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
In other words, the fellow who thinks it is smart to 
be irreligious is not smart but is such a dunce that he 
is really a great joke, whether he realizes it or not. 
The professor has made a monkey of him (Psa. 92: 
5, 6). Do you want an exhibit in the case, a proof? 
Very well, just take an inventory of the folks where 
you live who have no use for religion, and see how 
their family history is working out and where they 
stand in the respect of their neighbors. If you know 
a big successful business headed for long by such a 
man you know more than I do, and I have been hunt- 
ing for over fifteen years. The Scriptures are to 
make the fellow smart enough to “catch on,” not only 
sure of things of this world but also of the promise 
of the world to come (1 Tim. 4:8). 


Profitable Business.—Every scripture ... is also 
profitable . . . that the man of God may be complete 
.. unto every good work (v. 16). That word “profit- 
able” ought to nail a lot of you fellows. “What is 
there in it for me?” is a familiar quotation from the 
daily life in which we live. The au.omobile business 
is profitable, and in consequence our improved high- 
ways are lined with oil stations, refreshment stands, 
tourist camps, garages, with new ones galore the next 
time you pass that way. Selling securities is profitable. 
A while ago crowds were going to. California and. 
Florida where real estate was profitable. In the marts 
of trade typewriters and tickers are all day singing 
like crickets the merry’ song of profit, profit, profit, 
profit, profit, profit. Out on the farms the perennial 
wail goes up, “Farming is no longer profitable.” Buy- 
ing and selling are not always profitable. Nor are 
the crops on the farm always profitable. The pro- 
fessions have their “hungry” lawyers, doctors, and 
teachers. There is, however, one thing always profit- 
able, God says so. “Afi scripture’ How so? The 
U. S. Steel, the Standard Oil, the Great Railroad, 
when his royal highness will tip you “in on the ground 
floor” and if you-are smart enough —rather, if you 


able. Now the Scriptures are the tips of the High 
Official and will be found highly profitable always, if 
you are smart enough —have faith enough—to act 
on the pointers. Rubbish? All right, sit down and 
slowly and carefully go through those little telegraph 
dispatches from the High Official in Proverbs, and 
note where you would have been financially if you had 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 

1. January 6—Our Heavenly Father. Exodus 34: 4-73 
Psalm 103 : 1-5; 10-14; Isaiah 40 : 27-31; Matthew 6: 
24-34; John 3: 3-6; 4: 20-243 8: 40-47; Romans a: 

2-113 8:14-17; 1 John 439-36 

2 January 13.—Sin. Genesis 3 : 1-24; 6: 5-8; Mark 7 : 14- 

23; Romans 1: 18-32; 3:10-18; 1 John 1:5 to 23:6 

3 January 20.—Christ the Saviour. Luke 2:11, 30-323 
1§ 33-7; John 3:14-17$ 10:9-11, 14-16, 27, 283 
Acts 3: 1-18; Romans § : 1-11; Philippians 2: 5-11; 

2 Timothy 1:9, 10 

4 January 27.—The Holy Spirit. Joel 2:28, 29; Luke 
33.:9-13; Joh& 3 :'§-8;'14 : 16, 17,26; 45 : 26, 27; 163 
7-t§; Acts 2: 1-21, 32, 33; Romans 8: 1-17, 26, 273 
z Corinthians 12; 1-13; Ephesians 1:13, 14; 3: 

: ‘ 14-213 421-6; go 

& February 3.—The Holy. Scriptures. Deuteronomy 
6: 4-9; Joshba 1:8, 9; 2 Kings 22 ; 8-20; Nehemiah 
$:1-8; Psalm 19+ 7-14; Luke 24: 25-32; Acts 17: 

10-12; 2 Timothy 3: 14-17 

6. February 10.—Repentatice and Faith. Isaiah 1 ; 10- 

20; Ezekiel 18 : 20-23, 27-32; Mark a2: 1-12; Luke 
; 321-14; 15: 11-24; Acts 2: 32-39; Hebrews 11 : 1-10 

7. Fébruary 17.—Prayer. Genesis 18: 23-33; Exodus 
32:31, 32; Nehemiah 1 : 4-113, Daniel 6: 10; Mat- 
thew 6:5-15; Luke 18 :r-14;, John 17: 1-26;-1 

4 , Thessalonians 5:17; 2 John 5:14, 15 

8: Febnuary-< 24.—Christiah . Growth. John. 1 : 40-42; 
Matthew. 16 : 15-18; .Johm 21: rg-19; Luke 2: 40, 52; 
Ephesians 4::'r1-16;. Philippians’ 1:6, 9-11; g212- © 

, ' s+ 16; Colossians .1.:.9-11; Hebrews 6 : 1-3 

9 March 3.—The- Christian Church, Matthew -16 : r3- 

20; “Mark 4: 26-32; Romans 12 :-4-8;. Ephesians 1 : 
1§-235° ~~ 2 i 13taay | 4 4G, 98-163 © 5 § 22-27; 
7 ‘. oon —s 1 Timothy 3: 15 

10. March 10.—Baptism and The Lord’s Supper.‘ Mat- 
thew 3 : 13-17; 28:19, 20;: Acts 2 738, 41¢ Romans 

6: 1-14; ,1) Coriuthians 11 : 23-29 

11. March 17.—The Christian Sabbath.: Genesis 2: 2, 3; 
Exodus 20 : 8-11; Matthew: 12: 1-14; 28 :.1-10; John 
20:19; Acts 20:7; Romans. 14 :4-6; Revelation 1: 10 

12. March 24.—Stewardship and Missions. Genesis 12: 

1-3; Deuteronomy 8 : 17, 18; Jonah 3 : 1-190;,Malachi 
3: 7212; Matthew. 28 : 18-20; Acts 1 : 6-8; 13 : 1-33 
26 : 12-20; Romans. 1 : 14-16; 1 Corinthians 16 : 2; 
, a Corinthians 8 : 1-15;.9 : §-1§ 
1g. March 32.--The Future Life. (Easter Lesson.) Mat- 
thew 25: 31-46; Mark 12:26, 27; Luke 24: 1-123 
John 14 : 8-6; 1 Corinthians rg : 3-20, 50-58; 1 Thes- 
salonians 4 : 13-18; Revelation 22 : 3-§ 
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only read and acted on these crisp little messages from 
Heaven. These Proverbs are only some of the tips of 
profitable Scripture. “Our space is all used up or lots 
could be given. Try these two as a sample (Matt. 


18:19; Luke 12:31). 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue PrinctPLe or Depuction.—Train pupils 
to reason down from an accepted truth to its ap- 











N REASONING.down from an accepted truth to 

its applications and implications, the basic principle 
or truth from which we reason is all important. Our 
conclusions will be able to maintain their validity only 
on the assumption that-this first or basic principle is 
really true. If the Scriptures are not holy but only 
human scriptures, then the doctrine and morality based 
upon them can have only human and therefore only 
relative authority. If, on the other hand, they are 
“inspired of God,” then our relation to them is wholly 
different and our attitude toward them is fraught with 
mest significant import. It ought :to be our purpose to 
impress the fact of the divine origin, and therefore the 
divine authority of this Word of God.’ Dependent 
upon the grade of pupil we may. go more or less 
deeply into reasonable arguments that relate to the 
matter, and some teachers may do: well to refresh and 
hearten their own convictions: with such a handbook as 
Dr. James M. Gray’s “Primers of the Faith” (Flem- 
og a Revell Co., 158 Fifth Avenue, New York City, 

1.50). ; p tsar to 

‘But no grade of pupil is too: young or too mature 
to have attention called to the striking fact that here 
is a Book that makes for itself throughout a claim 


that is unique, namely, that it is divinely given. It . 


has been estimated that in the Pentateuch alone this 
claint is, made no less than six hundred and eighty 
times in“such expressions as “God said” and “The word 


of the Lord came unto me.” Not only did Old Testa- 


ment writers assert their divine inspiration, but it was 
confirmed by the Lord himself both directly and in- 


~ directly when using these Scriptures, and the New 


Testament writers also assert it, ‘as in Hebrews 1:1 
and 2 Peter 1:21. Furthermore, Peter definitely links 
up the authority of the words spoken by the apostles 
of the Lord with those of the holy prophets (2 Pet. 
3:2). In short, the authority the Scriptures claim 
for themselves is to be not lightly esteemed; and with 


this authority once admitted there will inevitably fol-. - 


low not only a certain yiew of life but a definite mode 
and manner of life. Refer to John 20: 31. 


HuntTinopon, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid ‘for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to sena anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet ee genet the 
conditions of this department. The full list lessons ‘for 
the year, with this leaflet, will sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to, note the conditions. means ‘that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. ‘ 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance. of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that. portion 
of the lesson text indicated in. the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” x* 
Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
— ally desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
neede ‘ : 


What Only God Could Know.—Making wise the 
simple (Psa. 19:7). ‘The late Henry Rogers. well 
said: “Man could not have written such a Book if 
he would, and would not if he could,” for.as a Scotch 
servant- girl .exclaimed,..when. the ‘Book: of Proverbs 
was being read at family worship:_.“I dinna like yon 


Buik;- it kens ower~-muckle. about © folk!”’—From - 


pragere News. Sent by Gene Hay, Santa Barbara, 
a m ; ° ” ‘ 


John Milton’s Bible:—The law of Jehovah is per- 


fect, restoring the soul: the téstimony of Jehovah is . 


sure, making wise the -simple (v. 7). .Rummaging in 
an old Devonshire attic while home ‘on. furlough: re- 
cently, an English officer came upon a Latin Bible 
dated 1581 and bearing on the title page the signature 
of John Milton: ‘ The famous poet ‘had -written on the 
blank leaf a prayer in these words: "“O Blessed Lord 
God, who hast commanded. that ‘we should not adde 
to Thy Word, nor yet take from “it, grant, I beseech 
Thee, that-I may never think Thy certain. true Scrip- 
tures to be doubtful, nor the uncertaine to be canonicall, 
but possess me with. awful and reverent thoughts ... . 
that I, adoring the fulness thereof, may avoid all 
hastie, supine, forced, and uncharitable expositions, and 
fetch my little light and candle of knowledge from that 


plications and implications; 7 


” 
PS 
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Lesson for February 3 


first shine dand-prime rays. of Thee, the 
onely Light,.my Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen.” What a.lesson this con- 
veys to: expositors everywhere! True 
reverence for God’s Word is the secret 
and solemn: way to a faithful interpreta- 
tion—From The King’s Business. Sent 
by Jessica R. Wells, Mooers,'N. Y. 


Starting an Avalanche,—Let the words 
of my mouth, ... be acceptable in thy 
sight, O Lord (v. 14). If, you don't 
think some. of the small things you do 
matter, remémber the avalanches in the 
Alps’ have ~been knowfi to start when a 
climber shouted to his companions across 
the slope. We might be careful what we 
shout — and to whom.—From The Toledo 
Frey Sent by J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, 

hio. 


The Birds and the Light.—Every 
scripture is profitable (2 Tim. 3:16). 
One morning about twelve hundred dead 
birds were found around the Statue of 
Liberty. They had beaten their bodies 
up against the great light, making no 
impression on the light, but killing them- 
selves. Just so do some people try to bat- 
tle/against the light of the Gospel, going 
against its teachings, and they are the 
ones who are being-injured—From the 
Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Wesley’s Argument for Inspiration.— 
Every scripture inspired of God is also 
profitable. for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction which ts in 
righteousness (v. 16). John Wesley gave 
a short-argument for the inspiration of 
the Scriptures that is well worth remem- 
bering. 

“The Bible must be the invention either 
of good men or angels, bad men or devils, 
or of God. 


“1. It could not be the invention of 
good mén or. angels, for they neither 
would nor could make a book and tell lies 
all the time they were writing it, saying, 
‘Thus saith the Lord, when it was their 
own invention. 


“2. It could not be the invention of bad 
men or devils, for they could not make a 
book that commands all duty, forbids all 
sin, and condemns their own souls to hell 
for all eternity. 


“3. Therefore, draw the conclusion that 
the Bible must be given by divine inspira- 
tion.”—From The King’s Business. Sent 
by Jessica R. Wells, Mooers, N. Y. 


A Costly Meal.—Every scripture in- 
spired of God (v.16). Dr. Brookes of St. 
Louis used to tell about a backwoods rail- 
road in old days — just a little train with 
a wood-burning engine, .and a lot of flat 
cars, and a conductor and rakeman. The 
people put the freight on top of the cars 
and had it carried to the next station. 
Some one shipped a goat up the line with 
a tag on him indicating at what station 
to put him off. The goat began to eat 
up everything in sight, as a goat will, and 
finally chewed and swallowed his tag. 
The brakeman did not know where to de- 
liver thé goods, so let him go to the end 
of the line. The-conductor asked, “Why 
didn’t you put that goat off?” The brake- 
man said, “Well, boss, he chawed up 
where he was gwine.” That is like the 
critics who say the Bible is a lot of myths 
and legends, thus setting aside the in- 
errant Book of God. If we have no au- 
thoritative Book from God, who knows 
where we are going ?—From Serving and 
Waiting. Sent by Miss H. J. McCay, 
Ballston Spa,“N. Y. 


“Do You See the Purple?”—Open 


thou mine eyes (Golden Text). “I was. 


once walking across country with an émi- 
nent artist,” said a prosperous business 
man, “and.as we halted and looked across 
a stretch of-beautiful country the artist 


turned to me and said, ‘Do you see the 


purple in ‘the picture?’ Frankly, I did 
not. But I-was not foolish enough to say 
there was tio purple. A master of color 
has a right’.to say what ‘color is there, 
and it is fitting that I, not a master in 
color, should suspect, not his vision, but 
my~-own blindness.” -When we cannot 
understand the Scriptures, we should not 
doubt the Truth, but pray, “Open thou 
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
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Kingston. Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


The Black Man and the Hebrew 
Scholar.—Open thou mine eyes, that I 
may behold wondrous things out of thy 
law (Golden Text). In Tremont Temple 
there were two colored men; one of them 
was Robert. He was born in slavery, 


:never .saw' the inside of a school, and 


learned to read only through great effort 
of his own. But Black Robert knew more 
about the Bible than any other man in 
Tremont Temple. Why? I will tell you 
why. For years Black Robert never read 
his Bible except on his knees. For two, 
three, four hours at a time, he read the 
Bible on his knees. He never went to 
bed that he did not: put the Bible under 
his pillow, and when they found him dead 
in a hospital ward they found the Bible 
under his black curly head. I had the 
privilege of being under one of the great 
Hebrew scholars of his day. He thought 
Hebrew, he was saturated in Hebrew; a 
gentle, Christian man, a great scholar 
with a great brain. He would come 
straight to his desk, open that old Hebrew 
Bible, drop his face right down between 
the pages, and say something like this: 
“Oh, Lord Jesus, may thy Holy Spirit 
teach us thy Word.” Do you wonder 
that he knew his Bible? He knew it by 


knew his. You can’t read your Bible 
without the Holy Spirit—From Dr. Cort- 
land Myers. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Utica, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A’Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for all that thou hast re- 
vealed to us in thy written Word. We thank 
thee for the unfailing guidance by the Holy 
Spirit of those who recorded what is given 
to us therein. May we be more earnest, 
more prayerful, and attentive as we study 
thy Word. Help us to understand its deep 
meanings, and to live in accordance with its 
teachings. Open our eyes, we pray thee, 
that we may behold wondrous things out of 
thy law. And may we do what we can to 
make known to others this Book of books, 
and the life-giving words within its sacred 
pages. In the name of the Lord Jesus, we 
pray. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—How many of us 
have Bibles here’ today? Good! Now 
open to Psalm 119. Will you please hold 
the Bible open and lift it high above your 





things out of thy law.”—From the Sun- 


the same process that Black Robert | 








day Companion. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, | head, with the open pages toward the 


platform. Fine! I wish you could see 
all these open Bibles as I can see them 
from here. Now will you say after me, 
while the Bibles are held aloft, “Thy 
word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light 
unto my path.” That’s a verse from the 
Psalm you found. Who can tell me_what 
verse? Yes, verse 105. Psalm 119! 105. 
We'll try this show of Bibles again some 
Sunday, and repeat that verse. But is 
the Bible that to you? Has it as high 
a place in your reading as in your uplifted 
hand? Oh, how we. do neglect God’s 
Word! Will.you repeat after me and 
then with me, 2 Timothy 3:15? Yes! 
Shall we ask the Lord to help us study 
and obey the Word’more devotedly, more 
faithfully? Let us pray. 





THE INSPIRED WORD 


DOCTRINE 
ROOF 
PROFITABLE FOR) CORRECTION 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Go to the Deeps ef God’s Promise.” 
“Under His Wings.” 

“f Am Standing on the Word ef God.” 
“D ear Is the Hope.” 

“E very Morning Mercies New.” - 


“Break Thou the Bread of Life.” 
“QO How Love I. Thy Law.” 

“QO Word of God Incarnate.” 

“K ing of Kings.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“I Love Thy Law” (37: 1-3). Psalm 19: 7-14. 
“Thy Word and Works” (248: 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 89-91, 97-99, 105, 106. 

“Sweeter Are Thy Words’ (249: 1-3). 

Psalm 119 : 97-104. 
“That Men Is Blest” (1: 1-4). Psalm 1 : 1-6. 
“Thy Holy Way” (241 : 1-3). Psalm 119 : 25-32. 
“Great Peace” (25a: 1-3). 

Psalm 119 : 161-168. 

ve 


In Jesus the weak are strong, and the 
defenseless safe; they could not be more 
strong if they were giants, or more safe if 
they were in Heaven —C. H. Spurgeon. 


Lhe Pilot: Give us all the 


Sail youve got, and heave 
the ballast overboard.” | 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson te Taught This Week 
“Why read the Bible?’ Because it of- 
fers us: 


1. The only revelation of the heart of 
God, 


2. The only way out of sin. 
3. The only sure guide for living. 
4 The only certain hope for the future. 











ATHER than argue the place of 
R authority the Bible holds in our 
Christian faith and thus seek to win the 
mental consent of your girls to its im- 
portance for them, follow the suggestions 
given above — leading, we pray, to a re- 
newed love for the Word of God and a 
deepened desire to know it better because 
of what it, and it alone, can do for us. 


1. First, then, we read the Bible be- 
cause we find within its pages the only 
revelation of the heart of God — his love 
so great toward us that he gave his only 
begotten Son to die for us. Not nature 
with its manifold revelation of the wis- 
dom and power of God, nor the mind of 
man that universally reaches up to find 
and worship its Creator, nor the (pro-. 
fane) history of man with its records of 
all man’s struggles can reveal this heart 
of the Father, longing for the restoration 
of his children. The New Testament 
(prepared for by the Old) is the only 
source in the world for our knowledge 
that “God is love.” 


2. And so the Bible alone teaches us 
God’s way to bring us back to himself, 
“out of our sorrow, bondage, and night.” 
There is no knowledge of-salvation from 
sin, as God offers it to us in Christ Jesus, 
except in the Word of God—both the 
Old and New Testaments. The world- 
wide, age-long cry for approach to God 
is answered only in the forgiveness of sin, 
through the blood of Jesus Christ. 


3. Your girls are hungry-hearted for 
both these satisfactions — though often 
only unconsciously so, hardly knowing 
why they are so restless in spirit, until they 
have found rest in God’s love through the 
peace of sins forgiven, in Christ Jesus. 
But every girl who thinks at all is con- 
scious that she needs a guide for every- 
day living, and most young people are all 
too, ready to accept anything offered as 
such, especially if it appeals to their love 
of the mystical or the beaytiful. Point 
your girls to the most beautiful law of 
living ever given to men, in the words 
and works of our Lord Jesus. They can- 
not bring you a single “problem” in their 
lives that he has not already answered 
for them, if they are willing to seek their 


h | answer from him— in the principles he 


so clearly laid down and so perfectly lived 
through that “loveliest Life of them all.” 

And furthermore, Jesus, in the Bible 
(and remember, we would know nothing 
of him or his teachings but for this one 
Book. It is our one source for such 
knowledge beyond the bare fact of his 
existence. When we tamper with its rec- 
ords we are destroying our sole source- 
book of knowledge of him; when we ne- 
glect it we can substitute nothing for it), 
offers your girls the strength and power 
to live the life he calls them to live, with- 
out which his high commands to so live 
would be but mockery. 


4: They-may not admit they are think- 


| ing at all of the long future, the future 


beyond death—these young creatures, 
just beginning to taste life. But there is 
scarcely one who has not already ques- 
tioned that future for some loved one 
gone into it, some baby brother or sister, 
or beloved mother or father, some play- 
mate or chum. The one-sure word of 
hope for that otherwise unknown future 


your girls to find them, now, that in their 
hour of need they may remember the 
“many mansions” the Lord has gone to 
prepare for them that love him. 


Home Study 


Read every Scripture passage assigned 
for this lesson, to see what the Bible 
claims for itself, Compare these claims 
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lies within the covers of the Bible. Help » 


(implied and direct) to the actual history 
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THE D. L. MOODY 
Anniversary 
Number 


OF THE 


MOODY wstrure MONTHLY 


February Issue 


Will be one of the most delightfully inter- 
esting and inspiring issues ever ——- 
Take advantage of the Trial Subscription 
offer to 
THI SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES READERS 
4 Months for 50c. 
Beginning with the February issue 
Yearly Subscription, $2.00. 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE MONTHLY 
150 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 


A Whole Year for #1.00! 
tHe ILLUSTRATOR 


m tkes Sunday-school teaching a pleasure ! 


* I rejoice all the while.in its loyalty to the funda- 
m:itus.”” Mrs. L. &. Stone. Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


SAVE A SOUL FROM DEATH 


This is being done in Africa, China, India, by Native 
Evangelists and Bible Women who are being sup- 
| eng for from 77 cents to $2.00 a week. $40 to $100 
or a year. rite Rev. H. A. Barton. Box V, 
473 Greene Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y., for free 
literature. 


Writing 
for Publication 


M ANY people who shou/d be writing hesitate 
about trying because fabulous stories 
about millionaire authors have left them so 
awestruck that they overlook the fact that $25, 
$50 and $100 or more can often be earned for 
stories, articles on home, business, fads, travels, 
sports, and even recipes. A few successes of 
this simple sort have launched many a profit- 
able writing career. 

Almost every month you hear of some new 
author of whom it is said: ‘‘ He used to be a 
newspaper man."’. Training in journalism has 
come to be a passport to literary opportunity. 

L. A. Emerton, Jackson St., Hanover, Pa., 
is but one of many men and women trained by 
the Newspaper Institute of America to make 
their gift for writing pay prompt dividends. 
He writes : 




















‘*My first big thrill 
came last month. An 
acceptance slip. The 
check that followed 
was not large but I 
got a real kick out of 
it just the same, for 
it proved that I can 
write printable stuff."’ 





a _ 


Newspaper men teach you 


The home study training offered by the News- 
paper Institute of America is based on the New 
York Copy-Desk Method. Week by week you 
receive actual assignments, just as if you were 
right at work ona great metropolitan daily. 
Your writing is individually corrected and 
constructively criticized. Under such sympa- 
thetic guidince,.you will find that (instead of 
vainly trying to copy some one else's writing 
tricks) you. are -repidly .. developing... your 
own distinctive,  self-flavored style. You 
are learning to Write by writifig. We have pre- 
pared.a unique Writing Aptitude Test, which 
tells you whether you possess the fundamental 
qualities necessary to-. successful writing— 
acute observation, dramatic instinct, creative 
imagination, etc. You'll enjoy taking this test. 
The coupon will bring it to you without, obli- 

ation. Fill in and mail it now. Newspaper 
= of America, 1776 Broadway, New 

ork. ’ : 


SQ aaa eee ee eeanaeeaausaaag 
Newspaper Institute of America 
1776 Broadway, New York 


Send me, without cost or- obligation, your 
Writing Aptitude Test and further information 
about writin < for profit as promised in The Sun- 
day School ‘l imes—January x9th. 


Wr. 
Wf s r 
Viss ) 


Address 





(All corr dence fidential. No sal 
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of what it has done through the ages. 
Do they match? 

- Decatur, Ga, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Nehemiah 8: 1-8; Acts 17: 10- 
12; 2 Timothy 3: 84-17. 

Spend a little time talking with the 
children about the Bible — God’s written 
Word. Tell them that it contains sixty- 
six books, thirty-nine in the Old Testa- 
ment and twenty-seven in the New. Some 
of these are b oks of law, some are his- 
tory, some are words of wisdom, some are 
poetry, and some tell of the wonderful 
events that are yet to come. In the Bible 
are found the greatest wender stories 
ever written,—true stories, too, —and 
there are great giant stories that all little 
children love. The men that wrote the 
Bible were taught by God’s Holy Spirit 
what to write. 
Once God’s people had been sent to a 
far-off country because they had been 
worshiping idols. While in the far-away 
heathen land the people learned that idols 
could not help them at all, and they were 
homesick for their own land and wished 
to have God take care of them again. 
After a long time God allowed them to 
go back home. 


When the people got back, they found 
their beloved city, Jerusalem, all broken 





(Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


\. By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





THE Holy SCRIPTURES 
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up. The walls were thrown down, and 
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their beautiful Temple and homes burned. 

So they worked hard to rebuild the walls 

of the city; then they began the work 

of rebuilding the’ Temple.: A long time 

after the Temple was built, one lovely 

October day, they asked Ezra their priest, 

who was also their Bible teacher, to 

bring a part of the Bible and read it to 

them. The people gathered together in 

the street, men and women and all who 

were old enough to understand, and stood 
a long while to listen to the law of God, 

read by Ezra. 

Explain to the class that those people 
did not have Bibles of their very own 
which they could read at home as many 
people have now. Ezra, their’ priest, who 
was also a scribe or writer, kept the Holy 
Scripture carefully laid up in the Tem- 
ple. And it was not printed and bound in 
a book as our Bibles are, but the differ- 
ent books that they had then had been 
patiently written on long pieces of parch- 
ment and rolled up on little wooden rods. 
No doubt Ezri himself had copied some 
of the rolls. 

The people listened very carefully to. 
the reading of God’s law. Many of them 
were sorry they had not kept God’s com- 
mandments, and they wept, but Nehemiah, 
the governor, told them to be glad and 
rejoice. So after the meeting the people 
went home and had a day of feasting and 
thanksgiving. 

Close the lesson by having a personal 
talk with the class about the helpfulness 
of reading some verses of the Bible every 
day, and of memorizing parts of it. All 
of the Bible was written to tell people 
about the Lord Jesus, and many people 
have been converted by reading it. 

Sing “Holy Bible, Book -Divine”’ or 
“Wonderful Words of Life.” 

Curnton, S. C. 


‘ ye 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Getting connection. 

Discussion: Let the fellows see how 
many figures, describing Jesus, they can 
quote from the Bible, such as Light, 
Vine, Bread, and the like. 

Objective: Identifying the Word with 
God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 











AY, fellows, if you want to get in 

immediate communication with a 
friend across town, you will likely call 
him on the telephone. You hear his voice 
in the receiver and you get his opinion 
or his personal answer to your question, 
though you cannot touch-him with your 
hand or see him with your physical eyes 
because he is far away. That, in one 
way, helps us understand what the Bible 
does. It helps us to know Jesus Christ 
and to get his mind on all questions. In 
fact, fellows, the Bible in a very certain 
sense is Jesus Christ. 

It is this very interesting, perhaps 
startling thing about the Holy Scriptures 
that we-want to study today. The Bible 
is the Word of God.; Jesus Christ is the 
Word of God. (John 1: 1-5). When we 
get the thought of Jesus and the Bible 
identified as‘ one and the same, the Bible 
takes on new meaning, new interest, new 
-wisdom, and new power for us. And, of 
course, I am not talking of the binding 4 
of the Bcok, or the paper, or the printer’s 
ink, or even the human language of the 
Book. I am thinking of its contents — 
its message—as the very expression of 
God himself, the revelation of God. The 


phone, are only the means by which 
the personality, the voice, and the mind 
of Jesus are conveyed to our. conscious- 
ness. And remember, to know Jesus is 
to know God the Father. Jesus settled 
that question when Philip asked him to 
show him the Father. “He that hath 
seer me hath seen the Father,” Jesus told 
Philip (John 14:9). When God warited 
to describe himself to the world there 





Here is ®. 








physical features of the Book, like the |- 





was no human language capable of con- 
veying the description, so he came, him- 








self, to the world in the person of Jesus. 








a Good Way 
to Add 

New Members 
to. Your 
Times Club 


Many of your friends would 
welcome an opportunity to read 
the remarkable series by a 
Christian lawyer, beginning in 
The Sunday School Times of 
January :26th. This is more 

_ fully announced on page 33 in 


Regardless of the renewal: 
date of your club, you.can add 
subscriptions to run from now 
until the end of your club year, 

- —on the basis of 3 cents a week 
-for each subscription. That is, 
‘if ‘your club has a period of 
thirteen weeks before the re- 
newal. date, you can add new 
subscriptions at the rate of 39 
cents each. 








Even if your club is renew- 
- able within the next few.weeks, 
it would be well worth while 
to add members now. They 
will thus secure some of this 
series, and will undoubtedly wish 
to renew as regular members of 
your club, in order that they 
may have all of the series. 


t. 








We shall be glad to send 
“you a teprint of the full-page™ 
announcement of this series, com- 
bined with a special prospectus 
of other unusual features to ap- 
pear in the Times during 1929. 
You may have as many copies 
as you wish, and sainple copies 
of the Times, without charge, . 


of course. 


~ Club additions to secure the 
first article of this seties should 
be sent promptly. Please indi- 
cate that the subscriptions are to . 
‘include the first article in ‘the 
Christian Lawyer Series, and 
we shall do our best to begin 
the subscription with that issue, 
—January. 26th, 1929, 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Phila., Pa. I 
— 
































@ Insiston the ORIGINAL. Twenty-eight 


densed Thought. Digest and Text of Les- 
son. Attendance Record. Other Features. 
Flexible Binding. 38c. Postpai: : 

3, H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York; 851 Cass St,, Chicage 











‘Lesson ‘for February 3 





373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 
HEMSTITCHING 40, PicoTiNc 


teed. Fits any sewing machine. The old reliable. 60 
cents orepeld or sent C.O. D. Circulars free. 


La Flesh Hemstitching Co., Dept 26, Sedalia, Mo. 


that resemble Seed 
GI Packets and Chew- 

ing Gum. Unique, 
Ser 


scriptural, attractive. Ass’t $2.50 per 3,000 prepaid. 


Samples free. W. Dist. Ce. Dept. S., Stapletes, N. Y. 
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Years’ Supremacy. Never Equaled. Con- 





PAR RRL AREER naRNRinRER A TNS 
VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVY 


A Life Income 
on earth plus 


Treasures in Heaven 


“‘I will state for the encouragement of others 
that ... Iam in my 76th year, and rejoice 
that I can do this, and have money to give 
to others in the Lord’s work.” Mr. A. M., 
Mass. This is just part of a letter from an 
annuitant who rejoices in the opportunity 
to carry on God’s. Work through the medium 
of the Moody Bible Institute Annuity Plan. 


M.B.I. Annuities 


return as much as 12% dependent on your 
age. Your life will not have been in vain, if you 
leave behind you this memorial—a means 
whereby trained workers will go into all parts 
of the world to preach the Word. The Moody 
Bible Institute has never failed to meet an 
obiigation in the 42 years of its. existence. 
Send coupon for M. B. I. Annuity Booklet 
which tells you how to secure a life income 
on earth plus treasures in Heaven. 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO 
Bureau of Annuities, Dept SS13 
153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill, 
held in reserve until 
sensi oa to the ennattant have been met 
‘sebecceseassessesagseesessesesecesasesas 
THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE, 


Durcen of Ammatthons Dept.$S13 

j tu co 

Chicago Avenue Station, Chicago, Illinois. 

ithou é obli tion on m: please send me 

O Secure adequate and safe Income during my 
life (and) 2 r 

OQ Also provide for a survivor (or) ‘ 

O Insure.a Life Income for dependent loved ones 


Address 











City.....: ..Ltate 
Date of Birth 





Sursivor’s Birth Date 
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Wien answering advertisements, ‘please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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Jesus lived among men. God lives in 


men, “As God hath said, I will dwell 
in them, and walk in them, and I will 


' be their God, and they shall be my people” 


(2 Cor. 6:16). Jesus, therefore, is the 
Word—the Word by which God is re- 
vealed to us. “And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us, 
grace and truth” (John 1:14). But 
Jesus went back to the Father and we no 
longer can see him here in the flesh, so 
the Word, the Bible, in a very real sense 
takes his place. I would call the Bible 
a photograph of Jesus, but that is not 
sufficient. A photograph at best is only 
a shadow; the Bible is infinitely more 
than a shadow of Jesus, — it is his voice, 
it is his mind, it is his spirit, it is Jesus 
himself. 
And did you ever realize, fellows, that 
when we read:our Bible daily under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit and make 
an honest endeavor to Ll: ¢ its truth, we 
have a more perfect intimacy with Jesus 
and a far clearer understanding of him 
than did those disciples who walked and 
conversed with him in the flesh? The dis- 
ciples never had a fair conception of Jesus 
and his mission while he was with them 
in the flesh. Why, think of some of 
their foolish and wicked acts. Jesus had 
frequently to rebuke them. Once they 
wanted to drive back the little children 
brought by their mothers to Jesus ( Mark 
10:13, 14).. Another time James and 
John wanted to call down fire from 
heaven and destroy the people of a Sa- 
maritan village because those people re- 
fused to receive them (Luke 9: 53-55). 
Peter cursed and swore that he did not 
even know “this man” Jesus, when he 
stood outside, in the porch: of the high 
priest, while Jesus was being tried for his 
life (Mark 14:71). One would think 
that being with Jesus day by day, in the 
flesh, would be a sure preventive of such 
mistakes as these, but it was not. This 
helps us to understand why Jesus said to 
the disciples, “It is expedient for you 
that I go away: for if I go not away, the 
Comforter [the ‘Holy Spirit] will not 
come unto you; but if I depart, I will 
send him. unto you” (John 16:7). Thus 
Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, is every- 
where present with all his disciples today 
throughout the world. And it is through 
the Bible that he, the express image of 
God (Heb. 1:3), expresses himself to us. 
That is why, fellows, the Bible has life 
in it. That is why it is different from 
all other books. That is why it cannot 
be destroyed, though its enemies have 
sought to destroy it through centuries 
past. That is why the Holy Scriptures 
are the most up-to-date, down-to-the-min- 
ute writing you can read. That is why 
the Bible is more applicable to your need 
of the moment than any other literature, 
magazine, or newspaper. It is the revela- 
tion of God in Jesus Christ. It is the 
weapon against sir, with God’s own guar- 
antee (Heb. 4:12). It is companionship 
and conversation with the Lord, Jesus. 
Greenssoro, N. C. 


se 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the tesson of January 27) 


1. John and Luke make much more fre- 
quent mention of the Holy Spirit than 
Matthew and Mark. 

2: The book of Acts follows its author’s 
custom, as shown in Luke, making very fre- 
quent reference to the Spirit, while Paul’s 
letters are filled with references to him, the 
little letter to Philemon alone lacking any 
such direct mention. John and Peter both 
speak directly of him, in their Ictters (John 
in Revelation, also). James alone does not 
do so specifically. 


3. In Numbers, Job, the Psalms, Isaiah, 
Daniel, Joel, Zechariah, and Malachi, —in 
these at least we find specific mention of 
the Spirit and his work. 


4. At the baptism of Christ we see the 
Son, hear the Father’s voice, and see the 
visible symbol of the Spirit in the dove 
(Matt. 3: 13-17). 

5. In this version the word “Spirit” is 
consistently used (with possibly one excep- 
tion) instead of the obsolete (in this sense) 
“Ghost”; and when the Holy Spirit is indi- 
cated the word is always begun with a 
capital S—a great help in guiding young 
students in Buble study. 


6. He was sent by Christ, he speaks not 
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Can You Answer These Questions? 


Was man “ created” or “evolved *? How do we know the 
Bible is inspired ? What are the great mysteries of the Bible? 
Does consciousness continue between death and the resur- 
rection? What the Bible teaches on these and many other 
equally vital subjects is clearly stated in the helps found in the ‘\ 


SCOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLE 


HELPS ON THE PAGES WHERE NEEDED 














SMALLER S1zE LarGer Size 
x 434 inches 8x 5t5- inches 
Nos. Price Nos. Price 
40 $1.95 | Cleth, Bible Class Edition. . .....,.. 70 $2.75 
53 5.50| French Morocco, divinity circuit... . , 73 6. 
59 7.00|Pereian Morecce, divinity circuit, leather 
lined to edge, silk sewed. ....., 79 8.50 
OXFORD INDIA PAPER EDITION 
53% 7.00| French Moroeco, divinity circuit, round 
cerners, red under oo? Caper... 4°? 73x 9.00 
55x 8.00 | French Morecco. As No. 53x, leather lined 
Re OTS ae oie tic ie ta eet as 75% 10.00 
56x 9.00 | Antique Calf, Basket Weave Grain, half 
circuit, button clasp. ......4... 
Sox 9.00} Persian Morocco, divinity circuit, leather 
lined to edge, silk sewed... .. 2... 79x 11.50 
65x 10.5@/ Real Morecco, divinity circuit, calf lined 
: CO OU Oe SEWUNRS 0 6b 4 aw .eses’ 85x 12.75 
With Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names, Ozford Index, Concordance 
153 €.50) Freash Morocce, divinity circuit (White 
a) en err ee © o.9 0 | 393 7.50 
153x 8.50|French Morocco, divinity circuit, round ‘ 
| corners, red under gold edges. . . . . 1973x 10.50 
2E8x 9.50|Fremch Morocco. As No. 153x, leather 
_, 2 > ares. oe « « | 895% 11,50 
159% 10.50| Persian Morocco, divinity circuit, leather 
lined to edge, silk Ses eles 6. we 6 179x 13.00 
With Cyclopedic Concerdance 
353 7.00 | Bound like 53 and 73... . ott, Sd IE By 8.00 
y Oxford india Paper’’ Edition 
359% 11.00} Bound like s9x and y9x. .......... 479x 13.50 





AT ALL BOOKSELLERS OR FROM THE PUBLISHERS 


A YEAR’S BIBLE COURSE 

A Bible course of 52 lessons based on the 
Scofield Reference Bible. Cloth, 142 
pages, $1.00. 
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OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
114 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 
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A Book That Evangelical Believers Will Read With Keenest Interest 


SEEING THE FUTURE 


By CHRISTABEL PANKHURST 
The discriminating studies published in recent years from the pen of this gifted 


author assure her new book the immediate and thoughtful attention of conserva- 
tive Christians. ““ What is the world coming to ?” is the question for which Miss 
Pankhurst seeks an answer. The signs of these times, including moral and 
social unrest, differences arising in the churches, international tension, thé recent 
upheavals of nature, are examined from the standpoint of prophecy. Even 
modern science is called ‘as witness, in a fashion perhaps unexpected, but most 
illuminating. A book that gives a satisfying and Biblical solution to the problems 
of this troubled world and of the individual Christian, looking forward to the 
believer's glorious inheritance. $2.50 
HARPER & BROTHERS, Publishers, NEW YORK CITY 

















































Earn®25.00 to $50.00 


Sell Embossed Initial Tea Napkins 


Everyone wants them. 
25 Napkins packed in glassine package, 25c. 


Every napkin has the initial embossed in Old English on the 
finest crepe paper ‘obtai which makes them useful on ail 
. eccasions. Now it is possible to entertain in good taste without 
excessive cost. Buy a package today and “ keep the laundry man away.” Every home 
will require several packages and will repeat in a month or two. Kindly fill in the bottom 
line the quantity of each initial you desire. Cost 13c—Sells for 25c. Sample box—25e. 
30 Days Credit. 





OR COPY AND MAIL NOW 


THE CHURCH SUPPLY COMPANY, Inc., BLOSSBURG, PA. 
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of himself but of Christ, and he takes the 
things of Christ and shows them unto us. 

7. He conyicts men of sin, that Christ is 
the righteousness of God, and that judgment 
will follow his rejection, and he is the 
author of the new birth (John 3:5, 6). 

8. He inspired it (2 Pet. 1: 21). 

9. It is only through the Spirit that we 
truly can call God Father, and his inner 
witness confirms our belief that we are chil- 
dren of God, 

10. He teaches the child of God what to 
pray for; how to pray according to the will 
of God, and he prays with the believer. 

11. Yes. “Ye stiffnecked and uncircum- 
cised in heart and ears, ye do always resist 
the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do 
ye” (Acts 7: 51). 

12. Through Christ’s intercession (John 
14: 16). 





For Family Worship 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


E LIVE in a day when man is criti- 
cizing God’s Word. Modernism is 
emasculating it, modern cults are pervert- 
ing it, and the world is neglecting it. The 
‘late Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas once said 
that the word “discerner” in the Greek of 
Hebrews 4:12, R. V., should be trans- 
lated “critic,” — “a critic of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart,” and he added, 
“It is the only place in the Bible where 
the word ‘critic’ is found, and you notice 
it is the Word criticizing us, and if we 
allowed the Word of God to criticize us a 
little more, we would criticize it a great 
deal less.” 


January 28 to February 3 
Mon.—Psalm 19: 7-14. The Word of God. 
What is this eloquence of Creation’s 
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(v. 4), though inaudible (v. 3, omit 
“where’)? For a world without a Bible 
for.2,500 years, the Gospel of Genesis 3: 
15 was first written in the stars, beginning 
with the constellation Virgo, the Virgin, 
and ending with Leo, the Lion (of 
Judah’s tribe). When revelation began 
to come through Moses, the divine voice 
of the skies began to fade away. Mythol- 
ogies are perverted echoes of it. As in 
the heavens the sun made his rounds, so 
in the written Scriptures, His servants 
are “enlightened” (“warned,” v. 11) and 
restrained from sin by God’s keeping, as 
the planets are upheld by his power in 
gravitation, 

PraAYER SucGcestions: Pray for the 
Undenominational Protestant Bible Study 
Center to be erected, when funds are 
available, on the Mount of Olives, facing 
Jerusalem. 

Tues.—2 Timothy 3 : 14-17, The Inspired Word. 

God’s divinely inspired Word, if it is 
“abided” in (“continued,” v. 14), results 
in God’s divinely equipped man, and he 
finds it profitable for doctrine, teaching 
what is true, and for reproof, convicting 
of what is false, — these relating to faith; 
also for correction in what is wrong, and 
for instruction in what is right, — these 
relating to works. The seven church 
Epistles are interrelated this way: Ro- 
mans, doctrine and instruction; Corinth- 
ians, reproof; Galatians, correction; 
Ephesians, doctrine and instructicii; Phi- 
lippians, reproof; Colossians, correction; 
Thessalonians, doctrine and instruction. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Blind Girls School at Changsha, Yunnan, 
China, and the teacher, Miss Maschilde 
Besel, that these girls may be helped not 
only in learning but in writing the books 
used for their school work. These Braille 
books cannot be bought in the bookshops; 
only the New Testament and the Psalms 
and a few others are available, 
Wed.—Matthew 4: 1-11. 

Jesus and the Scriptures. 

The nominal church of our day is the 





teaching, incessant (v. 2) and universal 


victim of Satan’s distortion, misinterpre- 


tation, and- misapplication of the Scrip- 
tures, which our Lord resisted so per- 
fectly. True understanding is found in 
focusing every Scripture on any one sub- 
ject. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
Gospel may travel and be blessed as tt 
goes over the Yuremaguas Railroad to be 
built in Peru, seven hundred miles long, 
from Yuremaguas on the Huallaga River 
and to run to a Pacific port, thus estab- 
lishing communication with the navigable 
Amazon River clear across the widest 
part of the South American continent, 
two hundred miles south of the equator. 
Thurs.—2 Peter 1:12-21. A Divine Guide, 

Transfiguration, a miniature of our 
Lord’s future glory to the three eyewit- 
nesses, was not even so clear a promise 
of it as we all have in the whole body of 
Bible prophecies, which are guiding camp- 
fires in this world wilderness. No proph- 
ecy is any one seer’s dictum, for he often 
suffered “the sublime disappointment” of 
not understanding what he had written, 
siuce he had been “borne along,” like a 
log in a freshet, by the inspiring Spirit. 

PraYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray that in the 
decision to change the University of Cairo 
from a medieval Islamic religious school 
to a modern university based on European 
ideals, there may be at the same time a 
trend toward studying, or at least reading, 
the Word of God. 

Fri—Psalm 1. Delight in the Scriptures. 

“All blessedness for man is shown to 
consist in subjection to,. and occupation 
with, God’s Law. It is the Tree of Life 
to him; and, meditating on this, he be- 
comes like a well watered tree in the 
Paradise of God.”—Companion Bible. 


PRAYER Svuacestions: Pray for a 
Chilean colonel, first opposing, and then 
allowing Mr. Wiliam M. Strong (Con- 
cepcion, Chile) to preach to soldiers, and 
now asking prayer for himself; for the 
campaign to put a million Spanish Testa- 
ments into Latin America (Mr. George 





T. B., Davis, Schaff Bldg., 4505. Race 
Street, Philadelphia). 








JANUARY 19, 1929 - 


Sat.—Nehemiah & : 1-8. 


Teaching the Scriptures. _ 
A huge Bible class — about 46,000 peo-" ° 


ple, taught simply. Satan has tried to 
keep the Word of God from the “people 
always — pen-knifing,- banning, burning, 
chaining, criticizing, and de-standardizing 
it. But it is the fosterer of faith, which 
comes through hearing the Word (Rom. 
10:17). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
School Bag Gospel League (113 Fulton 
Street, New York), getting the Gospel 
to school children allover the country by 
~ distribution of Testaments and Gos- 
pels. i 
Sun.—Psalm 119 :105-112, ° 

Light for Life’s Pathway. 

In the German Bible the title of this 
Psalm is given as “The Christian’s 
Golden A B C of the Praise and Love 
of the Power and Profit of the Word of 
God.” God inspired a puzzle in Esther, 
and an acrostic here. “It has been called 
a storehouse of material for quiet medi- 
tation” — and the saints have always used 
it so. 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray for all 
Bible courses in colleges, seminaries, and 
schools; for all correspondence courses, 
and ‘the teaching of the Word in Bible 
schools; for Bible printing plants; for 
the great Bible houses that print the 


Word in foreign languages, and all trans- 


lators; especially for the teaching and 
memorizing of the Bible in the home, and 
for the ministry of the Word everywhere. 


What are some of. the characteristics 
of the Victorious Life? A valuable aid 
in answering this question is a four-page 
leaflet, “Marks of the Victorious Life,” 
by Sue Reynolds Staley. It may be ob- 
tained at 10 cents a dogen or 3 cents per 
100 from the publishers, the Biola Book 


Room, Bible Institute of Los Angeles, 
536-558 South Hope Street, Los Angeles, 
Cal.; or from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North Thirteenth Street, 





Philadelphia. 
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An Income Assured — 
The Bible Befriended 


Your gift on the annuity basis to the American 
Bible Society will assure you a guaranteed in- 
come of from 4% to 9% as long as you live. 


; \ Use the coupon. - 

BIBLE “A 
SOCIETY Re: 
Bible House, Astor Place, N. Y. “=. 
Gentlemen: ‘a 

Please send me without obligation on igs 
my part your booklet No. V-16, entitled SQ 
“Bibles and Bonds.” ‘ 


Ultimately your gift will be released for the im- | 
portant and essential work of translating, pub- 
lishing and distributing the Scriptures thereby 
helping to make the Bible more widely ard more 
ie easily available. 


~ Twenty-seven questions similar to those in 
sa ee the opposite column are answered in the 
., booklet “Bibles and Bonds,” a copy 

of which is yours upon request. 
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ment? 


What is an 


Are Annuity Bond Agreements un- 
questionably safe? 


Do men of recognized business ability . 
secure Annuity Bond Agreements 
from the American Bible Society? 


What will money invested in An- 
nuity Bond Agreements eventually 
accomplish through the American 
Bible Society? 


-) What advantages do Annuity Bond 
@ Agreements have over many forms of 
investments? 


> Are Annuity Bond Agreements recom- 
@ ended as a source of income for 

widows and persons unfamiliar with 
financial matters? 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





February 10. cous Teaching Us—to Serve. 
Matt. 20 : 20-28. 

February 17. How Much Should We Strive 
for Material Things? Luke 12: 13-31. 
February 24° Why Is Christianity the Only 
Adequate Religion? Acts 4: 8-12; John 


3: 16, 
March 3. Recruiting for Christ. Matt. 9: 
35-38. (Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, February 3 


The Challenge of Christ to the Youth 
of the World (Matt. 10 : 16-42) 


(Christian Endeavor Day) 





| selves, claim to serve Christ? 





Mon.—To follow (John 21 : 20-22). 
Tues.—To serve (John 12: 26). 
‘Wed.—To imitate (John 14: 12-14). 
Thurs.—To heal (Mark 16: 16-20). 
Fri—To help (Matt. 8: 14, 15). 
Sat.—To overcome (Rev. 3: 21). 











What is Christ’s challenge to us? 

How does Christ challenge us? 

What is Christ’s challenge in Christian En- 
deavor? 


Ebay young men were to make a two- 
day trip in the High Sierras with a 
guide. He advised them carefully what 
to carry and what not to carry, but 
the men thought they knew better 
and that they needed some things the 
guide had not recommended. To their 
surprise he said nothing about their packs 
in the morning when they were starting 
out, and they felt quite pleased that they 
had shown such superior judgment. But 
as the day wore on,their packs began to 
become unbearably heavy. ‘They found 
they could not keep up the pace that their 
guide set. When.they asked him to slow 
down he informed them that this would 
be impossible if. they were to reach a 
suitable camp by nightfall. Guessing the 
situation, he then inquired shrewdly about 
their packs, and it was not long before 
these two young men had to discard along 
the trail some of the very things that 
they had been so sure they needed. 

Another incident taught them the wis- 
dom of following their guide implicitly. 
The trail was not clearly marked to a 
tenderfoot. As they went along they saw 
what they thought were easier ways to 
surmount obstacles than the way the 
guide took. So on one or two occasions 
they took “short cuts,” thinking to out- 
distance their guide to the next ridge. 
But they found each time that they had 
wasted time and energy, and had to re- 
trace their:steps in the bargain. Before 
the end of.the journey they discovered 
that the easiest going came from placing 
their. feet exactly where. the guide had 
placed his. When they were content to 
follow their guide as sheep, they finished 
the day comparatively fresh and happy. 

ye 


In our: Scripture lesson Christ is send- 
ing forth the twelve disciples to proclaim 
the Kingdom. He left them under no 
delusions as to how they would be re- 
ceived, and the rigors of the way. His 
warnings and instructions are strikingly 
appropriate for any today who would 
follow and serve Christ. Missionaries 
who are going forth into untouched fields 
‘find that it is literally true that they are 
as sheep among wolves. While those of 
us who do not have the opportunity to 
go forth to proclaim the’ Gospel in far- 
away. places and may not suffer physical 
hardships, nevertheless we find hardships 
and tests just as real. No one who has 
ever truly tried to follow the Lord 
Jesus Christ has found a path of. roses. 
iy servant is not above his master (v. 
24 

And so Christ’s challenge to those who 
would serve him is not merely to do as 
he bids, but it is to follow him. Are we 
tempted sometimes to think it strange or 
unusual, when we have determined to 
follow the Lord Jesus, that we should 
meet with hatred and opposition especially 





ee 





from those who are near and dear to us 


(v. 21) and often from those who, them- 
-Nothing 
draws forth the hatred and venom of the 
enemy as does a yielded heart, filled with 
love for Christ. To declare ourselves 
foursquare for Christ puts us in the very 
front line trenches where the enemy will 
concentrate his attacks. Why should he 
be concerned with the lukewarm or with 
the pretenders? So let us not be cast 
down or disheartened when the attacks 
come. Satan knows that he can reach 
us through our loved ones or through 
those whom we naturally might expect 
to help us, and so-he uses their words 
and deeds oftentimes to barb his arrows. 


we 


But there is a gloriously bright side 
to this picture that completely overwhelms 
us if we will but look upon it and reckon 
on it. Notice that in the midst. of suf- 
fering and persecution we do not have to 
be concerned about what we shall say 
(v. 19). Christ. gives us his promise 
that he will, through the Holy Spirit, 
tell us what to speak. 

Notice, too, that we need not fear 
bodily harm. We are not promised im- 
munity, but Christ points us to the fact 
that mere bodily affliction is but a light 
and inconsequential thing compared to 
that which can injure the soul. 

Then comes the marvelous truth that 
our loving heavenly Father knows every 
detail of what is happening to us, even 
to the very numbering of the hairs of 
our heads. With Paul, we can be abso- 
lutely sure that if we love him and are 
seeking to follow him, all things, — even 
persecution, and testing, and affliction, — 
are working together for our good (Rom. 
8: 28), and that nothing can touch us ex- 
cept as God in his loving wisdom permits 
it, for we are as the very apple of his 
eye (Zech. 2:8). 

ee 


Now look at the marvelous promise 
that we have, if we are faithful wit- 
nesses for the Lord Jesus Christ. Do 
you suppose when we stand before him 
and see him in all his glory and we hear 
him tell the Father that we belong to 
him that we shall think very much about 
the few trials that we had on this earth? 
Rather, we shall then understand the full- 
ness of Paul’s words when he said, “For 
our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory” (2 
Cor. 4:17). 


The closing verses of our Scripture 
portion are sobering ones. Christ did 
not mention the love of father or mother, 
or son or daughter because of any spe- 
cial hindrance that might come through 
putting such a love before our love for 
him, but because they are to us examples 
of the strongest human love. If these 
may not be put before our love for him, 
what love, indeed, dare we permit to in- 
terfere? He does not imply that we are 
not to love mother or father, son or 
daughter less, but rather we are to love 
him more. We need: not fear any dis- 
loyalty to our loved ones in putting Christ 
first. If we will give our first and whole- 
hearted love to him, we shall find that, 
instead of loving others less, our capacity 
for love for others will be increased. . 

Then comes that paradoxical statement 
about finding and losing our life. 
Man has gottén so far away from God 
that he has actually come to believe that 
through his own efforts he can win hap- 
piness and life, The Lord Jesus would 
turn our eyes back to himself, the true 
source of all life and happiness. He 
wants us to realize that only as we yield 
ourselves, our self-efforts, our striving, or, 
in his own words, only as we “lose” our 
lives in his life can we truly find life and 
happiness. This is the great significance 
of taking up our cross and following him. 
Let us not forget that taking up our 
cross is not carrying some great burden 
or enduring some great affliction. The 
cross in the life of the Christian speaks 
of death, the death of self, self-ambitions 
and self- plans, in order that we might 
have the resurrection life of the Lord 
Jesus flooding our being. 

Are you hearing Christ’s great chal- 
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acting. He asks to be first in every de-' 


partment of your life, but it is a challenge 
that carries with it the glorious assur- 
ance that by being first in our hearts he 
will pour into our lives such a wealth of 
joy and happiness and peace and blessing 
as we can never know by trying to direct 
our own lives. 


Do I. want Christ to control my life? 

Am I willing to be brought to the end of 
my self-plans and self-seeking ? 

Am I trusting Christ, moment by moment, 
to live his life in me? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Children at Home 


Spiderkin 
By E. Hope Lucas 


“©OPIDERKIN, don’t go out of the 
window. You know Mother told us 
not to go outside while she was out.” 

“I’m not going out, I’m only looking 
out,” said the young spider to his sister. 

“But if you look, you'll want to-go,” 
came her reply. 

“No, I shan’t, I’m not a stupid,” he 
said, 

Spidetta, as she was called, gave a little 
sigh, and crawled into a corner; she was 
going” to wait patiently until Mother’s 
return. It was not—often that Mrs. 
Spider took a walk, but on this sunny 
afternoon she had gone out on business, 
very important business, —to seek a new 
home for the family, as they had heard 
that the barn was to be cleared of all rub- 
bish, painted, and cleaned. So they. would 
have to move into new quarters if they 
were to save their lives. Mrs. Spider 
had given the children very strict orders 
not to go outside during her absence, and 
she had left some tasty morsels for them 
in the web in case they got hungry be- 
fore her return. How she wished Father 
was alive. 

Very soon Spidetta found that she was 
getting sleepy, so, without anything to 
do, or even her brother to talk to, she 
fell fast asleep. 

Meanwhile Spiderkin was tempted to 
go just a wee bit out of the window, as 
he could not see all he wanted to from 
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where he was. “I won’t go far,” he said 
to himself, but so pleasant it felt to be 
out in the big world that the feeling of 
his own importance made him bold 
enough to go a little farther. “I'll go back 
again very soon,” he said; but at that 
moment a gust of wind came, and he 
lost his balance. He fell right into a 
big curled-up leaf. Spiderkin felt a little 
stunned at first,.and while he was re- 
covering from the shock, puff, puff, went 
the wind again, and this time the leaf, 
carrying Spiderkin as a passenger, was 
blown away. Farther and farther he went, 
bouncing and bumping over the ground as 
if it were a splendid game. But to Spider- 
kin it was no fun; he was shaken and 
thrown from side to side. Presently ‘the 
leaf came to a standstill, on a bank o 
wet mud. : 

“Oh!” cried Spiderkin, “what shall I 
do? I don’t know where I am!” 

Just then a large grasshopper leaped 
from a tuft of grass near by. “What’s 
the matter?” he asked, seeing Spider- 
kin’s tears. 

“I don’t know where I am,” sobbed 
the spider. 

“Where do you live?” 

“I don’t know.” , 

“If you don’t know where you live, I 
can’t help you to find your way home,” 
said the grasshopper. 

“Hello!” called a friendly bee buzzing 
round. “Let’s have a look at you, young 
fellow, I know where most of the spiders 
live for many a long mile,— why, you 
are one of the goggley family. I know 
your tribe, your home is in the Web Web 
barn, as we call it, and though you are 
an enemy, I’ll help you.” 

“If that is the place,”. said the grass- 
hopper, “I’ll soon hop you there, young 
goggley. Here, jump on my back, and 
hold tight.” : 


Spiderkin was-only too glad to do as | 


he was told. But it was more easily said 
than done. The grasshopper waited on 
the tuft of grass. d 

“TI can’t reach you,” wailed Spiderkin. 

“Buzz, buzz, you don’t half try,” said 
the bee. “There’s always a way out. of 
every difficulty. Why do you keep looking 
down at the mud? That won’t help you, 
—look up! See that post? Run up it, 
and along the ,bar, and down the other 
post — that’s the way,” said*the bee as 
Spiderkin obeyed and got safely tothe 
grasshopper. 

“Oh!” he called out, with the first hop, 
for it very nearly took his breath away. 

“You'll get used to it in time,” said 
the grasshopper, and on and on he went 
with his burden. 

Spiderkin was not having the good time 
that he had expected to have when he 
went just a wee bit out of the window, 
and a great ache was in his heart to see 
his home once more. 

“Hopperty hop,” said the grasshopper, 
sitting down suddenly sending his 
passenger to the ground. “I’m through 
for today. You must get home as best 
you can.” - 

Spiderkin looked round and his tears 


began to fall, wher: buzz! buzz! and there. 


was Mrs. Bee who said, “If that isn’t 
just like you, grasshopper. I -kept my 
eye on you as [-know your little ways; 
though I did think this time you would 
Carry on. But no; you always spoil every 
good turn you do, for you’ve no sooner 
started being kind than you get-tired of 
it, and so just spoil -it all. — Well, well, 
we must do the next best thing, Sonny. 
See that barrow that lodges in your barn: 
Be quick and get on it. Hide!” she called 
as the barrow was wheeled off by - its 
owner. on 

When Spiderkin reached home he 
rushed from the barrow toward-the web, 
but a big brush rolled him over- and 
nearly crushed him. Recovering his bal- 
ance and taking shelter under a ledge, 
he peeped out and saw that the old web 
in the corner had gone while the sound 
of water being splashed about filled the 
air. The old barn was having a spring 
cleaning. The spider family had gorie, 
that was certain, and Spiderkin felt very 
unhappy all alone. 


“How I wish I hadn’t been disobedient,” - 


he sobbed. 
“Buzz, buzz,” fell on his ears, and he 
saw the friendly bee again. 
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“Kill that bee,” ‘said a tall youth, while 
a broom whisked round: the. window. 

“That you don’t,—a bee means a 
friend. .is coming,” shouted Bill, scrub- 
bing away at the door paint. “Don’t you 
know bees. make honey ?” 

“Not this sort,” replied Tom. 

“Well, he’s one of the tribe, and a 
beauty, too;.you just let him alone,” 

Mrs. Beé buzzed again, saying to 
Spiderkin, “Come along, make a dash for 
it. You're home too late.. Follow me, 
and I’ll show you the new quarters your 
mother has found for you.” 

Trembling with fear, Spiderkin got to 
the window, and just then he saw his 
mother’s. head pop up from under the 
opposite. ledge. . He rushed to her with 
joy, ae 5 she came out to meet him, when 
whack!,.. Tom swirled his broom round, 
and sent both Mrs. Spider and. Spiderkin 
out of the window. They were.bruised 
but not killed, and the friendly bee buzzed 
‘round and round until she saw that they 
had recovered frem the shock. 

When Spiderkin was safely in the new 
home, and had heard how his mother had 
been in the danger zone just waiting 
there in the hope of finding him, he burst 
into tears. “Mother,” he said, “if any- 
thing had happéned to you through my 
disobedience I should have. died from 


more than any punishment. I am sorry 
call through.” - 

And Spiderkin made up his mind not 
to be disobedient again. 


Camopaurpce, Enc. 

* pe . 
From An Outpost in 
Inland China 

PS HE Editor is glad to share with Sun- 

day Scheol Times readers:the follow- 

ing letter from Mr. and Mrs. Hermann 

Becker, directors of the Famine Orphan- 

age and Evangelistic Bands in Yuanchow, 

Hunan, China. 

“We are sending you herewith our 
heartiest Christmas. greetings: and every 
good wish for a blessed New. Year. May 
you receive out of His fullness grace upon 
grace. God bless you! 

“Our preachers’ conference was greatly 
blessed by the Lord. We prayed much, 
and the prayers of. our Chinese co- 
workers showed us that the Lord was 
working in their hearts. They all wanted 
to be filled with his Spirit and longed 
to do more for. Christ.- It was’ decided 
that more preaching places should be 
opened, so that more people could hear 
the Gospel. 

“As our two Evangelistic Bands have 
done such fine work, it was resolved to 
send out a third band. We also had re- 
ceived letters from many friends at home 
who were urging us to. start a. third 
band, and not a few sent us their love- 
offering for it. The interest of so many 
friends in our Evangelistic Bands has 
touched our hearts. “Last, but not least, 
many have written to us that they are 
praying for us, and we can tell you that 
the Lord has answered in a marvelous 
way. Many families have burned: their 
idols, and. we have many inquirers évery- 
where. We hope that in our next circu- 
lar letter we can.tell you of many?souls 
we have been able to baptize in the Name 
of Christ. Wait for that letter! 

“Now a word to our sisters in Christ 
at home. Do you know that in inland 
China men cannot speak to women, and 
that"a young woman cannot go on the 
street without an elderly woman going 
with her? De you know that many wo- 
men in China still have their feet bound, 
and that many of them can hardly walk 
two miles without much ‘pain in their 
feet? Do you know that many women in 
this. district still kill their infant girls, 
and that many women told us that they 
have killed two, three, or more girls, and 
that they do not know that it is sin? 
Many have confessed this sin after they 
believed in Jesus. These women will 
never hear the Gospel if we do not. send 
out Bible-women into their houses to 
teach them about Christ. "How can they 
believe without hearing? Shall these 
country women in inland China die: with- 
out hope? Mrs. Becker, the ladies, and 





grief. Your love makes me hurt far 
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all of us have been pressed by the Spirit 
to do more for these women who are so 
deep in darkness. Many must be saved, 
therefore we have sent out the fourth 
Evangelistic Band of old Christian wid- 
ows. They are under the leadership of 
Miss Seiler and are already working in 
the country and are going from house 
to house. In this way many women will 
hear about Christ. Will you pray for this 
work? These women receive only $1.50 
a month, and they have to support them- 
seives with it in-every way. ‘hey do not 
work for money, but for souls. Pray tor 
them! 

“We have now sent out four Evangel- 
istic Bands. We are here as an outpost 
in dark inland China. We want to do 
everything we can, that all the Chinese 
in this district may soon hear, the Gospel. 
The Lord - has «given-us a- vision of ‘thie 
great need for the evangelization of this 
large district of far over one million peo- 
ple. Many hundred thousand in this dis- 
trict have never heard about Christ. What 
will you do? Will you strengthen our 
hands through faithful, earnest prayer? 
Will you put us and these Bands on your 
prayer list, and will you daily pray that 
the Lord will use us and these Bands so 
Will 
you pray with us for a real revival in 
this district and all over China? The 
doors are wide open and many hundreds 
are coming everywhere. to the meetings. 
We need now faithful, persevering, be- 
lieving prayer and the Lord will do great 
things. May God give us men and wo- 
men. who are able to ‘stand in the gap’ 
before God for this land (Ezek. 22: 30). 

“Two weeks ago a regiment Colonel 
came with some officers to us: We 
handed them each a small Testament and 
asked them if they would not send their 
soldiers to the meetings. They promised 
that they would, and last Sunday morning 
some two hundred soldiers came to the 
meeting, and in the evening still more. 
Two days later an officer sent us a let- 
ter and asked us for thirty Testaments 
for his men and also for some Bible 
posters to put up in the barracks. Pray 
with us for this work among the soldiers. 

“Besides the work with these Evangel- 
istic Bands the work in the orphanage is 
going on as usual. We still have over 
two hundred boys and girls who are be- 
ing cared for by the Lord. We are really 
pleased with many of these children, and 
they are very thankful for all. we are do- 
ing for them. A few. of them are very 
hard to train, but prayer will also change 
their hearts. 
children; so that they may find Christ 
during their stay in the orphanage. We 
are so thankful that some twenty for- 
mer inmates of the orphanage are now in 
Praise the Lord 
for it! The work has not been in vain 
with these orphan children, whom we 
saved from starvation some six-years ago. 
Your gifts are bearing eternal fruit!” 





Letters from Readers 











To the Editor: A class for university 
students has been formed in a Sunday-school 
here and the Lord is prospering the. work. 
Three of us. last. spring began to feel the 
pressing need for such a class and asked 
Dr. H , a graduate in Arts and. Medicine 
from, the. University. and: now. Principal of 
a Bible Institute, to be our teacher. -: 

As one of: the features of our fall work 
we are-using posters... We -have made per- 
manent . posters. of, stiff paper with .spaces 
for..cartoons, announcements, and the like, 
which may bé chan; from week to week. 
So far we have Dr. Pace’s lesson illus- 
trations, and we wish you to convey to Dr. 
Pace our thanks for his wonderful work. 

I am a junior at college, the tra- 
ditional stronghold.of Modernism in Eastern 
Canada. The Gospel we love so dearly is 
not only dead’ hereabouts but so long buried 
‘as to have been quite forgotten. Such things 
are just unheard of, that’s all.’ The inter- 
est taken in the poster in our hall is perhaps 
accounted for by its utter novelty. Every 
time I pass I notice students in front of it, 
“taking it all in.” And let me assuire you 
that I felt about as thrilled when I tacked it 
up in a well filled hall as Luther would 
have felt in postirig the ninety-five theses 
had he known’ the epoch-making conse- 











quences! And all the more so because at 
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“HEAVEN AND EARTH SHALL PASS AWAY— 
BUT MY WORD SHALL NOT PASS AWAY.” 


“THE SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL” 


‘**THE ABIDING WORD.’’) 


(TEACHES 
THE PLAN 


Uses no handcraft—Lifts up Christ 
—Focuses the Scriptures on Him— 
Traces predictions on His Coming 
in the Old Testament—Finds Him 
manifest in the. New Testament. 
Systematic,definite clear-cut,ortho- 
dox—Study clusters around ‘‘ The 
Way of Life.” Five weeks course. 
Five days per week — Three hours 
per-day. 

Triple Course of Study : 
1.—MEMORY WORK 
2.—BIBLE HISTORY 
3.—BIBLE GEOGRAPHY 


Complete Course: ‘Twelve Years, pre-e 





ceded by one Kinde?parten year and fol-- 


lowed by two Post-graduute years. Pro- 

motion from year to year. 

Annual Commencement and -Di- 
lomas to graduates. Fascinating 


rom start to finish—unbounded en-: 


thusiasm, marvelous results. 


After seventeen years operation the average daily attendance of the Third Presbyterian ‘‘ Sum- 
ester, Penna., is about 620. A 
mer, with an enrollment of about 56,000 in the Homeland and about } mgr in foreign fields. The 
plan: is now in operation in 44 States, in Washington, D. C.,in Canada 


A GREAT. CONFERENCE RELATING TO THIS ALL-IMPORTANT SUBJECT WILL BE 


mer Bible School,” 


THOROUGHLY 


. the joy and delight of all well-instructed ( hris- 


D. L. Moody said :— 


. ‘ Thirty years ago pretty much évery- 
body believed that the Bible was true. 
They did not antagonize it or question it. 
They believed that the Lord Jesus Christ, 
by dying on the cross, had done some- 
thing for them and that if they received 
Him they would be saved, A: d my work 
was to bring them to a decision to do 
what they already knew they ought todo. 
But all is. different now. ‘Ihe question 
mark is raised everywhere now, and there 
is need for teachers ‘who shall teach and 
show the people what, the Gospel is. I 
believe that God will raise up a teachin 
evangelism through which ‘this wor 
shall’be done.”’ 


Dr. James M. Gray says:— 


“ tris just such a teaching evangelism as D, 
L. Moody predicted which Dr. Lathem and his 
associates: are endeavoring to put on in this 

an’ (‘‘ The-Summer Bible School’’) for teach+ 
ing the Bible to the young, and it ought to be 


tians'to assist in its promotion to the utmost 
of their ability.” 


ut 626 Schools (reported) in+ peration last sum- 


and in some foreign lands. 
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Pray also much for these. 


O ONE person was: responsin. ; 
ble for this great ‘translation ! -. 
No one denomination, even, pre- 


edited the American Standard . 
Bible ‘were drawn from all 
denominations. The translation 
they made is not. only supremely . ' 
accurate and authentic—but also. 
‘unprejudiced. Sanat ® 


All. the early translations of the 
Bible were made by individuals. 
Most of them were frinted. with © 
dogmatic interpretations inserted in. - 
the form of notes. The King 





Just. Look. Through This Partial - 
List of Scholars: 


Wiliam Henry Green, D.D:, ELD. 
Peck, of Elckane, Uetnonen Thpslicied Seninss 


Everett Day; D.D. 
Pool. of Hebrew ele Divinity School. 
Charles Augustus Aiken, D.D. 
Prof, of Old Testament Criticam, Princeton 


Talbot Wilson Chambers, D.D. 
Lecturer in the Rutgers Theological Seminary 


Thomas Jeff Conant, D.D, 
Prof, of Hc, ee Fee secsinesy 


James Version wisely avoided 
theological bias as far as possible 
—but even that great work was 


‘The. scholars who revised the 
American Standard Bible repre- 
sent: practically. every Protestant 
', ted especially. so that’ there might 
be: no question of prejudice or 
bias. Consequently, the: American 

_ Standard Bible is absolutely im- 
partial’ and . universal—a. Bible. 
which “every: church and -every 
‘individual can unreservedly accept. 


history of the great Bible translations from the‘ earliest 
times. 
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Since the day of its first pub 
lication, the American Stand- 
ard Bible has received more 
and more official recognition 

more and more evidence of 





dominated in the revision of this. done by men who owed'allegiance  {5_ Popular appeal. It_ hag 
great text! For the scholars who ’. ‘to one church. ail the, denomitiational ‘Sun- 
ars -. " day-school periodicals in the 


nited States, including: 
Congregational, Baptist 
Lutheran, Reformed Board, 
Friends, Methodist, United 
Brethren, Fp ircepation, Ev 
- angelical, 4 sadsA 0h Presby- 
terian, &, Christian Church. 
This means more than 10,° 
000,000 Sunday School schol- 
ars study their lessons from 
the American Standard 
Text week by week. 


FREE BOOKLET 
will be sent to you free of charge 
- upon receipt of the coupon 
heréwith.Here isan opportunity 


to your 7 
of the Bible, by knowinghow it 
has come down tous directly 
from the easliest original Greek 
and Hebrew manuscripts. 
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'‘ the bottom of the poster was the verse: “I 
am not ashamed of the.gospel of Christ: for 
it is the power of God unto ~“ealvation to 
every one that believeth.” 

Another poster was put up on the side of 
the hall that belongs particularly to the 
men students. The next day after itewas 
placed there I noticed from a distance that 
it was not in evidence, but concluded that 
some other organization .had put something 
over it. However, about the fourth day I 
went to investigate and discovered it was 
nowhere to be found. And this in a school‘ 
where tolerance is the main article of be- 
lief and is preached morning, noon, and 
night! Let’s have some practice! 

There are only a few really keen Chris- 
tians in all these six or seven schools of 
higher learning in which we are working, 
but there are more “weak in the faith” 
, whom we receive — gladly — and whom we 
pray God will electrify by his living touch. 
In fact, there is such a tremendous conflict 
going on right now, with such startling 
issues at stake, that we few are crying to 
God to set us on fire and use us as human 
torches ‘to start the conflagration that we be- 
lieve will this year begin to sweep through 
the federated colleges and the normal school. 
Oh, do join with us in prayer. 

The Sunday School Times, with my Bible 
and the Alliance Weekly, has been my “meat 
and drink” since I can remember. I now 
watch each issue for student news especially. 
We have heard that a mighty awakening 
has come in German university circles, that 
three-fourths_(!) of the German students 
are believers in evangelical truth, and that 
preachers who were a few years ago leading 
the liberal theological party are now preach- 
ing the imminent personal return of Christ. 
Needless to say, we are eager to hear such 
an incredibly happy rumor confirmed. 

We hope that Dr. Pace as he works will 
have before him the vision of students, ‘who, 
eager-eyed, interested but still skeptical and 
a littie cynical, are being reached by his 
| “pointed pictures.” Does it occur to you 
| that the majority of college students — thou- 
— and thousands of them — have never 
had any adequate, practical instruction in the 
Way of Life or any truly Christ-like life 
displayed before them? No wonder they 
are ignorant, indifferent, and skeptical as 
to the reality of spiritual things. What 
bothers me here is the subtle way the “blind 
leaders” use New Testament terminology. 
I have been told, in college, that the new 
birth comes to one during one’s college 
career, when one’s outlook is broadened, or 
when one’s mother dies, or at some such 
occasion! The absurdities foisted upon our 
young unsuspecting mentalities are not sim- 
ply an insult to intelligence familiar with 








these matters, but oh, how pitiful for the 
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others! Groping, laughing, mocking, sneer- 
ing, but still— groping, some of them—A 
Canadian student. 


To the Editor: We visited the meeting 
place of an interesting Sunday-school yes- 
terday. This school is deserving of some 
notice because since its organization, last 
spring, it has had a perfect attendance ‘every 
Sunday. It is, I believe, a typical “Sunday 
School Times” Sunday-school, for the Times 
| is the chief means for help, suggestions, 

inspiration, and Scriptural thought. . This 
school is twenty-seven miles from the near- 
est church, and is made up of a mother and 
her three boys, aged twelve, nine, and five 
respectively. This is not a make-believe 
school} but a real, effective work in teach- 
ing and spirit—A Western reader. 





To the Editor: I want to bring you a 









ew Year message from Miss Flint, and 
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THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASSOCIATION 
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ersity of method. Adapta- 
Suited to shorter 


and this offer and 


to report to you that, while very frail and 
very weary, Miss Flint really is better. I 
want also to bring her New Year message 
to the members of The Sunday School Times 
Family, as that message is found in one of 
her poems. 


Tue Otp YEAR AND THE NEW 


Into the Silent Places 
The Old Year goes toni ight, ; 
Bearing old pain, old sadness, 
Old care, and old delight, 
Mistakes and fears and failures, 
The things that could not last; — 
But naught that e’er was truly ours 
Goes. with him to the Past. 


Out of the Silent Places 
The Young Year comes tonight, 
Bringing new pain, new sadness, 
New care and new delight; 





Go forth to meet him bravely, 





The New Year all untried, 
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On Salvation and the Lord’s Coming, 
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Faith, Hope, and. Love — abide. 


sincere thanks for the many orders that 
have gone to her for Christmas and other 
cards, and to give you a piece of good news, 
namely, that two new ks of her poems 
have been published by the Evangelical Pub- 
lishers, 366 Bay Street, Toronto, Can., at 





The things the Old Year left with us— 


Miss Flint also asked me to express her 
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age). These books are “Songs of Grace 
and Glory’ and “Songs of the Bléssed 
Hope.” This last.named collection should 
have a wide sale as it is the only collection 
of poems of which I know that deals entirely 
with the return of our Lord. 
I confess to deep feeling, as I think of 
these books being rearranged by Miss Flint, 
in her weakness (and I know how weak she 
was, for I worked with her on the assort- 
ing of the material), and the realization that 
in spite of her frailty and her pain, her 
messages continue to bring strength and 
help to.a multitude. 
May I add my own wishes to Miss Flint’s 
friends for a blessed New Year in the ex- 
perience of the Presence “whatever the days 
may bring.”—Faithfully yours, Ruth G. 
Winant, 145 East Fifty-second Street, New 
York. 

ve 


Dr.. J. Stuart Holden 
in America 

R. J. STUART HOLDEN of St. 
Paul’s, Portman Square, London, 
will conduct a number of conferences in 
America this. winter. Dr. Holden is 
Chairmars of the-Keswick Convention in 
England, and was for many years Home 
Director of the China Inland Mission. 
He is also well known in this country 
through previous visits in years past. 

, Dr. Holden’s engagements are as fol- 
ows: 


January 21-25.—North Shore: Congregational 
Church, the Rev. J. C_O’Hair, Wilson Ave- 
nue and Sheridan Road, Chicago, each eve- 
ning at 8 o’clock. Every morning in the 
Moody Bible Institute. 

January 27-February 1 —Meniotial Presbyte- 
rian Church, Dr. N. Harrison, Skinker 
Road and Wydown Boulevard, St. Louis. 
February 3-8—West End Presbyterian 
Church, Dr. A. Edward Keigwin, One Hun- 
dred and Fifth Street and Amsterdam Ave- 
nue, New York, each evening at 8 o’clock. 
Each afternoon at the Biblical Seminary, 235 
East Forty-ninth Street, New York. 
February J0-13.—University Baptist Church, 
the Rev. Russell Bradley Jones, Baltimore. 
February 14-15.—City Temple, Dr. George 
McNeeley,: Market and High Streets, *New- 
ach, N. 3 
February 15-22.—Each noon, 12.15 to 1.15 
P. M., in the Arch Street Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, Broad and Arch Streets, Phila- 
delphia. Place of evening meetings to be 
decided upon later. 


Dr. Holden’s itinerary has been ar- 
ranged by the Conferences for Biblical 
Testimony, 2614 West Montgomery Ave- 
nue, Philadelphia. 


Wade C. Smith’s Engagements 


for 1929 


ARGE numbers of Sunday School 

Times readers have dearned to look 
eagerly each week for the Little Jetts 
and “Say, Fellows,—”’ done by Wade C. 
Smith. Many will be glad of an oppor- 
tunity to hear Mr. Smith, speak, and to 
see him use ‘the Little Jetts to illustrate 
ei talks. His engagements are as fol- 
ows: 


Abilene, Tex., February 3-12.—First Pres- 
byterian Church. 

Graham, Tex., February 15-28.—First Pres- 
byterian Church. 

Corsicana, Tex., March 3-12.—First Presby- 
terian Church. 

Bluefield, W. Va., March 17-31.—Westmin- 
ster Presbyterian Church. 

Lewisburg, W. Va., June 12-20.—West Vir- 
ginia Y. P. Conference. 

Tarkio, Mo., July 20-28.—United Presbyte- 
rian Missionary Conference, 

New Wilmington, Pa,, August 2-9.—United 
Presbyterian Missionary Conference. 


Bible Institute of Pennsylvania 
(Formerly the National Bible Institute of Philadelphia) 
1418 North Sixteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa.° 


. Sixteenth year. 
atmosphere. 

Excellent facult ty of well trained men. Comprehen- 
sive curriculum of Bible and related subjects, together 
with training in prévces Christian work in rescue 
missions, hospitals, shops and factories, open-air 
meetings, and work among seamen. Two year 
course leading to the diploma of the Institute. 

No charge for tuition, the work being supported b 
the voluntary contributions of consecrated men an 
women. 

Upwards of two hundred 
and Evening Schools, forty 
home mission field. 

Catalogue sent on request. 


ORMOND RAMBO, President 
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forty cents each (five cents extra for post- 
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Lesson for February 3 


The Christian and 
Missionary Alliance 


HE Christian and Missionary 

Alliance is doing active, aggres- 

sive missionary work in 19 mis- 
sion fields’ in Africa, Asia, South 
America and the Islands. Over 400 
missionaries and 1,000 native preach- 
ers, evangelists and Bible women are 
here the Gospel in 34 languages. 
n 17 of these language groups the 
Alliance is the sole witness for 
Christ. 

We invite you to become a prayer 
artner in this world-wide ministry. 

rayer requests for 1929 include: 

That workers and members in mis- 
sion fields shall be kept in spiritual, 
and physical health and vigor. 

That genuine heaven-sent revival 
may be realized in every field; and 
multitudes won to Christ. 

That new work may be successfully 
begun among Dyaks of Borneo, 
Cashibo Indians in Peru, Taure 
tribe in French Sudan, Aborigina 
tribes of Laos and Eastern Siam, and 
a pagan tribe in Mindanao, Philip- 
pine Islands. 


The Christian and Missionary Alliance 
260 West 44th Street, New. York, W. Y. 


15 NAMES WANTED 


Addresses of S. S. teachers and others known 

to be readers of fundamental Christian litera- 

ture such as The Sunday School Times. YOUR 

NAME not mentioned; YOUR REWARD, a 128- 

page book—if you send 15 addresses and men- 
tion this offer. 








THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
843-845 N. Wells St., (Chicago Ave. Sta.), Chicago 


DENVER BIBLE INSTITUTE 


The Bible Training Center of the Rocky Mountain Region 


Four year course, requiring 396 class hour credits for 
raduation. ‘Third quarter begins February fifth. 
tudents desiring to enter at this time should get their 

applications in at once. 

For catalog and Application Blanwk address 
DEAN CLIFTON L. FOWLER 
Glenarm. Place Denver; Colorade 


Founded by Dr. Bob_Jones, the Evangelist. 
located_on beautiful St. Andrews Bay, post office, 
l_ynu Haven, Florida, stands for-the old time religion 
and thé old time Bible. Every teacher is orthodox and 
there is always. a def evang ic program, ‘The 
school solicits your. co-operation, your financial sup- 
port and your prayers. 
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VICTOR Portable 
STEREOPTICON 
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As a MEMORIAL ov GIFT added to your church organ 


MuMi@e “Liberty Graduated 
WA Cathedral Chimes” 


STYLE 
Y “Liberty Harp No. 149” 
ee eee 
THE KOHLER-LIEBICH CO., INc. 
3551 Lincoln Avenue + Chieage, It 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A Memorial to Dr. Torrey 


N 1908 the late Dr. R. A. Torrey 

founded the Montrose Bible Confer- 
ence Association at Montrose, Pa., which 
has become internationally known as 
standing absolutely for the Fundamentals ; 
in’fact, Dr. Torrey never had a speaker 
on the program concerning whose doc- 
trinal belief there was any question. The 
Montrose movement includes a series of 
four conferences. First, a Teacher-Train- 
ing School conducted by the Moody Bible 
Institute, giving their regular course 
with credits, and aiming to better fit Sun- 
day-school teachers for their important 
work. Second, a Ministerial Institute 
conducted by the Moody: Bible Institute, 
giving about ‘sixty hours of Bible teaching 
to some three or four hundred ministers 
and their wives. Very many ministers 
have testified to a transformation in their 
lives and ministry as a result of this in- 
tensive Bible study. Third, the General 
Bible Conference for Christian Workers, 
having on its program outstanding Bible 
teachers from this and other countries. 
A special work is conducted for boys and 
girls and young people. Many have 
made life decisions in these young peo- 
ple’s meetings and engaged in Christian 
service in various parts of the world, 
while others are preparing for such work. 
Fourth, a Prophetic Conference conducted 
by Dr. A, C. Gaebelein and attended by 
many who are especially interested in 
prophetic truth. - 

The Conference Association owns 
about one hundred acres of land. The 
Auditorium, seating about two thousand, 
is located on a hill commanding a beau- 
tiful view in all directions. It is on the 
top of this hill near the auditorium that 
Dr. Torrey’s body is buried. A separate 
building seating two hundred is used for 
the young people’s work. In an orchard 
near by is located the camp dining-hall, 
dormitories, and tents. About a half 
mile distant is Torrey Lodge for those 
who require good hotel accommodations. 
This was Dr. Torrey’s residence, to which 
has been added a large modern hotel 
building surrounded by large lawns with 
fine old trees. 

The Conference Directors have voted 
to continue the Conference along the same 
lines observed by Dr. Torrey, who had 
already arranged the 1929 program. ‘ The 
Montrose Conference was very dear to 
the heart of Dr. Torrey, and he con- 
tributed much of his time and money 
toward its success. 

Friends have suggested that the Mont- 
rose Conference should be placed on a 
permanent basis and be made a great me- 
morial to its founder. To this end the 
Torrey Memorial Fund of $50;000 is be- 
ing raised for the purpose of paying off 
the present indebtedness and making cer- 
tain needed improvements to the camp 
equipment. It is believed that the friends 
of Dr. Torrey will be glad to have a 
part in perpetuating a work of so great 
value. Subscriptions may be made pay- 
able one half in April, 1929, and one-half in 
April, 1930. Checks may be made out to 
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the Montrose Bible Conference Associa- 
tion and sent to the President, Volney P. 
— 706 Crosby Building, Buffalo, 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 











Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed, 


Dear Mother Ruth: I was at a Bible con- 
ference, and, there is one thing I want to 
ask you. *Is ‘it all right for us who are 
Christians to create Christian songs out of 
worldly tunes? You know the last day of 
the conference is spent in plays and songs 
made up by the different girls’ groups. Now 
I am wondering if that is perfectly right? 
This year we made up a song from the 
tune “Romona,” and my aunt said that the 
Salvation Army creates Christian songs from 
worldly tunes. I feel as Christians do 
not sing worldly songs, why bring worldli- 
ness back to them by making Christian songs 
from worldly tunes.—RUTH. 

EAR RUTH: Many good Chris- 

tians today feel that the Devil should 
be cheated out of many of the melodies 
that he has in songs, and that they should 
be used with Christian words. To win 
folks to the Lord Jesus is our largest 
work and should be our greatest pleasure. 
In fishing for fish, we use the bait we 
think the fish will like best, all bent on 
catching fish. The Salvation Army has 
been wonderfully successful in catching 
the men of the street, and this method of 
using the. melody they know has made 
these men feel at home with the workers. 
Therefore the viewpoint is different, and 
that which would appeal to you would not 
stir them at all. 

Perhaps you have been brought up in 
a church, and the songs of the Sunday- 
school and the blessed hymns that you 
have heard in your home life are the 
ones that you love, and which stir you 
and appeal to you. I am in this class, 
too; I love the old hymns and the melodies 
of the oldest kind of music, but you see 
the associations of those melodies have 
so much to do with it. If you can attract 
a sinner by singing “Old Black Joe” to 
the words “I love Him, I love Him, be- 
cause He first loved me,” you may win 
him to the thought and then may expect 
he will think upon the words, and you 
may interest him by singing a melody 
that he understands. Any melody that 
he knows will give you an opportunity to 
make him feel at home with you. For 
us as Christians, I feel that the tunes 
that belong to us are dearer;~and: have 
more influence in creating an atmosphere 
in harmony with the presence of the Holy 
Spirit. But I can worship either way, 
can’t you? 


Church Equipment Service 


A Businesslike Inventory 


St ghost the early months of the year 
most business concerns take stock. 
They certainly must know what they have 
to work with, and what they need in addi- 
tion, to make for greatest accomplishment. 
The church and Sunday-school together 
make the greatest business in the world 
— greatest in purpose and greatest in ex- 
tent — and as such should take stock and 
weigh the needs for years ahead. 

An inventory must be taken in some 
order. It must start at the roof or belfry 
and work down, or in the basement and 
work up. In some cases it will extend 
far beyond the walls of the church to the 
pastor’s car, the mission centers, the 
parish house, and to the far distant mis- 
sion fields. 

Not to cerfy on a business as efficiently 
as might be is considered unpardonable 
waste. So it is in the Lord’s work. Un- 
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fortunately many Christian men who con- 
duct their own business with utmost 
efficiency seem to lose their keenness in 
the churches. They leave everything to 
the pastor, who is much. overworked and 
whose training is often in other channels. 
If this little article causes a few business 
men in the churches to help their min- 
isters witn suggestions and plans for the 
addition of a bell or chimes; of a piano 
in the, Sunday-school room or an organ 
in the‘church; of a bulletin board or suit- 
able furniture; of a steropticon or Bible 
pictures, and many other such items, our 
effort will have been worth while. 

Often advice is needed in securing such 
equipment, and this can well be secured 
by writing to the advertisers of this pub- 
lication or to Church Equipment Service, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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“To the Jew 
First’’ 


This is the bedrock upon which 
we predicate the Jewish Mission 
appeal to every Bible-believing 
soul, “ To the Jew First” is as 
basic in Missions as faith in 
Christ is basic in Salvation. Every 
January brings to us an increas- 
ing number of gifts “To the Jew 
First.” And many letters tell us, 
“ Thank you so much for calling 
my attention to my duty and 
privilege. I want to start the 
New Year right.” 








Think it over. For some day 
you too will join this blessed host 
and you too will say, “I want to 
preach God’s Gospel in God’s 
way —to the Jew first.” And 
while you think it over, just bear 
in mind that there: are today 
nearly 2,000,000 Jewish souls in 
New York City who have never 
even been given the gospel. “to 
the Jew last!” 


Our work merits your confidence | 
and support. Our efforts are di- 
rected to the evangelizing not 
only of the 2,000,000 Jews of New 
York, but of the 3,500,000 Jews 
of America, as well as the Jews 
of Europe and Palestine. Branches 
are now maintained in Philadel- 
phia and Lithuania. Your hel 

is always needed and dnovecthted. 
Our paper “The Chosen People” 
considered by many Bible stu- 
dents the most helpful paper on 
Prophecy and the Jews in 
America is sent to contributors. 


Regular price 50c a year or 10c 
a copy. May we hear from you? 





American Board of Missions 
To The Jews, Inc. 
27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 











Missionary Training School 


w. B. Riley, D.D., Founder and Supt. 
A Bible School of High Scholarship 
Offering unusual opportunities for Practical Wor 
Dormitories for Men and Women. Free ‘I'uvition. 
New semester Copins January 30th. Write for irfor- 
mation. 20 S. Eleventh St., Minneapolis. 














HOUGHTON COLLEGE 


“Develops all around dependableness’’ in 
MIND—Thorough in training ; college chartered bg ‘ 
New York State Vereen, é 
CHARACTER— Fundamental in belief; healthfd 
Christian atmosphere. - 
BODY-— Wholesome in athletics ; good gymnasium 
courts and field. 
Send for catalogue. 
President, J. S. LUCKEY, Houghton, N. ¥. 





In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this pape, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
vertisement tn The Sunday School Times. 
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The Voyage Supreme 
$650 


The Trip to the Holy Land 

You Have Always Dreamed of 

May Now Be Yours Through 
The Sunday School Times 


N ORDINARY trip to the Holy Land 
A is an inspiration to any Christian man 
or woman, There is no other experi- 
ence that quite equals that of visiting the 
lands where He once lived. But just imagine 
how much greater would be the inspiration 
if you could visit that land in the company of 
Bible echolare and archacologists who have 
dedicated their lives to the work. 


That is exactly what may be yours through 
The Sunday School Times, working in con- 
nection with the Travel Institute of Bible 
Research. 


Parties are now organized to sail from New 
York every few weeks through 1929. The 
scheduled sailing dates are as follows: 


Leave New York Ship 
February 23 Patria 
March 16 i 
April 16 Sinaia 
May 13 Patria 
June 18 Alesia 
July 15 Sinaia 
September 18 Alesia 
October 21 Sinaia 


Because the Travel Institute is a non-profit 
organization the cost has been reduced to an 
absolute minimum. ip ge rcent pay 
only six hundred fifty dollars ($650.00) for 
the entire trip, including visas on passports. 


This includes shore excursions in many 

and eighteen to agg oe days with Bible 
scholars in Syria, Palestine, and Egypt. 
Throughout the entire trip we have no travel 
cares and enjoy all wii ge - —o 
ships and t metropolitan hote n the 
Haly eee gee widen our own American 
motor cars, 


Send the Coupon. 


You should know all about the work of the 
Travel Institute of Bible Research and The 
Sunday School Times Tours, If you will 
send the coupon below, an unpretentious but 
extremely interesting booklet will be sent to 
you without charge. No Bible students 
should be without it. Send the coupon now— 
even if you cannot join us in 1929. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 

$25 N. Thirteenth Street, Phila., Pa., Dept. 18 
Please send me full information regarding 

the tour of The Travel Institute of Bible Re- 


search to Northern Africa, Southern Europe 
and the Holy Land, 





. a.sl bs & 3 Os 66422 OS 








suaveoceser” 


Will You Help to Glorify Him 
in the Holy Land? 


ES, there is need for a great Protestant interdenomi- 

national Bibie center in Palestine. There are large 
Koman and Greek Catholic institutions in Jerusalem and 
on the Mount of Olives. Large temples to Mohammed 
are there to greet you, but there is nowhere a place for 
evangelistic Christian visitors and students to live, wor- 
ship and study in full sympathetic surroundings and with 
capable instructors and books true to the whole Bible. 


The Catholics have builded a beautiful church in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. Convents and a church are 
located on the Mount of Olives, and until recently no 
evangelistic organization owned any land on this impor- 
tant and sacred site. Last summer a Christian woman, a 
member of one of the parties of the Travel institute of 
Bible Research, saw the need and purchased nearly two 
and a half acres, that such a Bible study center might be 
established. 





The Mount of Olives from 


Jerusalem. The property 
is marked in the distance by the olive trees at the left 


YOU CAN HELP 


Plans have been made to erect on this land, which is 
probably the exact spot of Christ’s weeping over Jeru- 
salem, an appropriate and worthy building of native 
stone. Only $150,000 will be necessary for its construc- 
tion and endowment for the renewing and maintaining of 
equipment. Contributions, no matter how small or large, 


will help in this great cause. For instance, 


$2.00 will supply one building stone 
$5.00 will supply one step 
$10.00 will supply one ornamented cut stone 
$20.00 will supply one native wood door 
$50.00 will supply one window 
$500.00 will build and equip one room 


The stone will be taken from the nearby countryside—all hallowed by Christ’s near 
presence as He walked through the paths and roads. 


An Ideal Memorial 


a-room, a window, a garden seat or a fig or olive tree. 
oa suitable marker will be. placed on such memorial 
giits. 


Have you a loved one who has passed on to Glory 
whose memory you would like to honor along with the 
name of the Saviour? This can be done by paying for 





Each Contributor to Receive a Hallowed Memento 


From the necessary excavation for this building will be taken 











soil from the land on which our Saviour walked. A small con- 
tainer of this earth will be sent from Jerusalem — direct from 
the Mount of Olives to you who aid in this great work. This 
will make a keepsake of far greater significance than almost 
anything else that can be taken from Palestine. It will be a 
blessed memento for years to come. 


Widespread Effect of Bible Study Center 


Few people realize the fountain of knowledge and great in- 
spiration that is secured by a trip to the Holy Land where 
conditions are in a large degree just as they were when Jesus 
brought us the great revelation. So inspiring is it that of about 
120 persons who took the trip and course of the Travel Insti- 
tute of Bible Research last year 51 different revival meetings 
have resulted in this country after these people have returned. 











From the property you will be able to look upon the 
entire city of Jerusalem 


Your Contributions 
Directed and Protected by 


Hugh R. Monro 
President, Montclair National Bank 
Treasurer, National Bible Institute 
William A. Harbison 
Harbison, Walker Refractories 
Trustee, Moody Bible Institute 
Trustee, National Bible Institute 
B. K. Shaefer 


Shaefer, Klaussmann and Co. 
Deacon, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 


Leonard Miller 

Associate Director, J. C. Penney Foundation 
Samuel H. Cuff 

Secretary-Director, Travel Inst. of Bible Research 


year. 


frederick M. Gordon H. T. Howard 

Cc. E. Gemmels A. Palmer 

E. M. Hardy Dr. Don 0. Shelton 
Ww. P. Hall 


Travel Institute of Bible Research 


Bible House New York City 


Visualize the far-reaching effects of’ your contribution to a 
Bible Study Center that will attract more Christians to the 
Holy Land and give them more whén they get. there. 
Bible Study Center will be available to all Christian travelers 
in Palestine. ; 


This 


Please Send Coupon NOW 


It is planned to start work on this. great program this very 


Contributions are needed immediately and may be ex- 


tended over several years, 
of our Saviour on the Mount of Olives, which up to this time 
has not had any Protestant place of worship. 
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Let us act now to glorify the name 


Wm. A, Harbison, Treasurer 
Travel Institute of Bible Research 
Bible House, New York City. 

Dear Mr.. Harbison: As the Lord has blessed me, I will 
have a part in the developing of the property that was 
given us on the Mount of Olives and in. the erecting of a 
Bible Study Center. I want to give $........ and pray that 
His blessing. may continue with us in this enterprise. 


Cl Full amount enclosed. 


Oo $..ccccee Will be sent monthly, 

WgeOe: snes cqubbnenaccaidss os scnncsdos ss ccondebicense) b00eee svesee ee 

DM BIOOS 655 cca AiR 05s e see cic teceiebe s csc eeseinabienes 
Please make checks payable to Wm. A. Harbison, 


Treasurer. 
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